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Subject Topics to be 
covered 

Key Learning 

 

Urban/Man made world 
 
Unit 1  
Shoes 
 

 

All students will: 
● research and analyse the work of a range of contemporary 

Artists who explore colour and pattern. 
● Work collaboratively to generate and develop ideas. 
● Develop observational drawing skills 
● Refine responses to produce a high quality creative 

customised shoe/trainer design. 
 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

Research the work of Tinder Handfield - what do you find 
inspiring about his style? 

 

Sherlock Holmes 
Genre and convention 
Non-fiction texts 
Poetry 
Short stories 

Students start Y8 with a module focused on the concepts of villains 
and scoundrels in literature. Students will read two short stories 
from ‘The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes’ by Arthur Conan Doyle 
and explore how characters are created. The unit also features a 
study of poetry and classic short stories. Students also have the 
opportunity to read non-fiction texts exploring the themes of crime 
and punishment.   
 
*One lesson per fortnight will focus on improving writing. 
*One lesson per fortnight will focus on skills for reading and reading 
for pleasure. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 
 
 
 

1. Create an ‘initial thoughts’ poster on what you think makes 
the perfect villain or the perfect scoundrel 

2. Consider a villainous character from a book you have read 
or film you have watched over the summer – what can you 
point out about their features? 

 

Foundations of Health, 
Safety, Hygiene and 
developing basic cooking 
skills 

 

To understand the importance of safe hygienic practices 
To develop practical skills as team members by preparing colourful 
and nutritious dishes to excite their interest and knowledge of fruit 
and vegetables, enhanced by the baking skill of ‘rubbing in’ 



Pre-exposure 
homework 

Research the different types of vegetables in a supermarket, find 
particular types that you may not have eaten. 
 

 

Mon école 

 
Students will be learning to talk about their school; what subjects 
they do, whether they like them or not, and what their teachers are 
like. They will be able to compare this school with the new school, 
and they will explore French culture by looking at a typical day at 
school in France. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Write 20 sentences in French using language you learned in 
year 7.. .  

2. Can you remember the parts of the verb ‘to have’, and the 
verb ‘to be’?  

3. Can you talk about what you like/dislikes and why, and can 
you talk about what you are going to do this weekend? 

 

 

Ecosystems To investigate the major biomes and ecosystems of the world. 
Looking at the Savannah Biome of Africa and the Tropical 
Rainforest.  The physical and human features of each ecosystem 
and the plants and animals inhabited in each ecosystem. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Make a dictionary of 15 key ecosystem terms eg Biotic visit 

https://www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse/geography/ecosystems to 

help with this. 

2. Identify 3 different biomes found around the world – describe 

what they look like and explain how the plants and animals 

interact – use the BBC Bitesize website to help 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/ztgw2hv 

 

General introductions 
Classroom language 
Numbers/ alphabet 
Personal information 

The first term of German focuses on learning basic structures and 
every day vocabulary.  We particularly focus on pronunciation, 
gender and plural of nouns as well as encouraging students to build 
confidence when speaking the language within the classroom. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Research and find 10 facts about Germany, to share in your 
first  German class. 

2. The German language- find 10 words that are similar 

(cognates or  near cognates) in German and English. 

https://www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse/geography/ecosystems
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/ztgw2hv
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English Civil War 
 

 

Students will study the key aspects of the English Civil War (ECW), 
including the build-up to the ECW, the various key stages of the 
ECW and the reasons for and the nature of conflict between 
Parliamentarians and Royalists. Source analysis skills and the use 
of evidence will be incorporated into the unit, whilst students will 
also consider how different historical events and figures of historical 
significance can be interpreted in different ways.  The key historical 
themes of Power and Conflict & Resolution will shape the unit.  

Pre-exposure 
homework 

Undertake independent research on the English Civil War. Produce 
an outcome, such as an information poster/booklet, or a song/rap, 
identifying some of the key features of the English Civil War. Your 
outcome can be different to the examples given 

 
 

 
 
 

 

E-safety 
 

 

Using digital devices online 
● Digital devices their use and impact 
● Digital device performance (storage, speed and resolution) 
● Choosing online content 
● Personal Information 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

Read the information about Digital Devices at 
https://www.knowitallninja.com/lessons/uses-digital-devices-1/ 

All  
Ratio and scale  
Multiplicative change 
Multiplying and dividing 
fractions  
 
 
 

● Understand the meaning and representation of ratio  

● Understand and use ratio notation 

● Solve problems involving ratios of the form 1:n (or n:1)  

● Solve problems involving ratios of the form m:n 

● Divide in a given ratio  

● Express ratios in their simplest integer form  

● Express ratios in the form 1:n (higher only)  

● Compare ratios and fractions  

● Understand pi as a ratio  

● Understand gradient as a ratio (higher only)  

 

● Solve problems involving direct proportion  

● Explore conversion graphs 

● Convert between currencies  

● Explore direct proportion graphs (higher only)  

● Explore relationships between similar shapes  

https://www.knowitallninja.com/lessons/uses-digital-devices-1/


● Understand scale factors as multiplicative representations  

● Draw and interpret scale diagrams  

● Interpret maps using scale factors and ratios  

 

● Represent multiplication of fractions  

● Multiply a  fraction by an integer  

● Find the product of a pair of unit practitioner  

● find the product of a pair of any fractions  

● Divide an integer by a fraction  

● Divide a fraction by a unit fraction  

● Understand and use the reciprocal  

● Divide any pair of fractions  

● Multiply and divide algebraic fractions  

Pre-exposure 
homework 

Have conversations about conversions in real life situations, for 
example, foreign currency conversions, and metric to imperial 
conversions when  

○ measuring for recipes 
○ measurements in the house/for DIY/new furniture etc 

and discuss how these are in direct proportion to each other.  

There are also a few nice activities on ‘nrich’ which could be 
discussed/completed together  
https://nrich.maths.org/4793 - about mixing paint and ratios  
https://nrich.maths.org/5994 - on different units of measure  
https://nrich.maths.org/9256 - a mixture of short problems .  

 

Theme and Variations This unit develops pupils’ ability to recognise, explore and make 
creative use of the elements of music found in variation form. Pupils 
begin this unit by working with a famous theme and exploring 
different musical ways in which this can be varied and developed, 
using the elements of music and exploring changes in tonality and 
rhythm. Pupils explore how composers have used variation form in 
a selection of music from different times and places.  

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Compose their own theme as a basis for variation. 
2. Ask English teachers to advise on plays and novels that 

explore the idea of telling a story from a number of different 
angles 

https://nrich.maths.org/4793
https://nrich.maths.org/5994
https://nrich.maths.org/9256


 

YEAR 8: CURRICULUM OVERVIEW (Sept - Oct 2020) 5 

 

 

Sport, Health and 
Wellbeing activities 
 

 

During PE students will develop a range of character skills 
associated with becoming a well-rounded individual. Students will 
participate in a broad range of sporting activities where we will teach 
activities to develop their understanding of the rules, tactics and 
strategies required to understand how to participate in a range of 
activities. Lessons will ensure students are physically active and 
enjoyable. Students will also participate and follow a health based 
curriculum to raise awareness of the importance of physical activity, 
with the aim for students to challenge themselves to improve levels 
of fitness and improve general wellbeing in a range of fitness 
activities. Extracurricular and enrichment activities will be offered to 
allow students to participate in recreationally and competitively in a 
range of sporting activities linked to competition calendars. 

 

Unit 1 
What do the world 
religions believe about 
life after death? 

Students will study the different views on life after death, including 
Christianity, Buddhism, Sikhism and non religious views such as 
Humanism.  

Pre-exposure homework 1. Create a glossary of key words associated with life after 

death in Christianity, Buddhism and Sikhism. Use BBC 

Bitesize to help with this research. 

2. Watch the Morgan Freeman documentary "Story of God". 

This will be on your school Google Drive Account under RE. 

 

 

8A Food & Nutrition 
  
  
 
 
 
 
8E Combustion 

Following a series of lessons on measurement and maths in 
science, we start the content of the Year 8 science course: 
●       What does our food contain? 
●       Why is a balanced diet important? 
●       What do the parts of the digestive system do? 
●       How does digested food get into the blood? 
 
●       What forms when a fuel reacts with oxygen? 
●       How do metals react with oxygen? 
●       How do you stop a combustion reaction? 
●       How can burning fuels cause pollution and climate change? 



Pre-exposure 
homework 
 

8A Food & Nutrition: Keep a food diary for a day, which lists all the 
food and drink you consume from when you wake up to when you 
go to bed. Use the NHS Calorie Calculator to work out your calories 
consumed at https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-weight/calorie-
checker/ and use the Eat Well guide to check whether the food 
groups are represented in the right proportions for a balanced diet at 
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/the-eatwell-guide/ 

8E Combustion: Carry out one of the exciting experiments from the 
‘Kitchen Sink Science Experiments for Kids’ page at 
https://www.thoughtco.com/kitchen-science-experiments-for-kids-
604169 

 

General introductions 
Classroom language 
Numbers/ alphabet 
Personal information 

The first term of Spanish focuses on learning basic structures and 
every day vocabulary.  We particularly focus on pronunciation, 
gender and plural of nouns as well as encouraging students to build 
confidence when speaking the language within the classroom. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 
 
 
 

1. Research and find 10 facts about Spain, to share in your first 
Spanish class. 

2. The Spanish language – find 10 words that are similar 
(cognates or near cognates) in Spanish and English. 

 

CAD Drawing Tool 
 
 

 

Using 2D CAD and industry relevant software to model a 1:1 
Drawing aid with a scale, stencil, rasterized image, cross curricular 
links to other subjects to be manufactured in transparent light 
reflecting acrylic. This will be using the laser cutter. 

 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Watch the you tube clip: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ETz67OUsXC0 

2. What does C.A.D stand for? Identify 3-6 advantages of using 
CAD. 

3. Name three products in the clip designed by CAD and  name 
3 of professional bodies that would use CAD to design with. 

 

 
 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-weight/calorie-checker/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-weight/calorie-checker/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-weight/calorie-checker/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/the-eatwell-guide/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/the-eatwell-guide/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/the-eatwell-guide/
https://www.thoughtco.com/kitchen-science-experiments-for-kids-604169
https://www.thoughtco.com/kitchen-science-experiments-for-kids-604169
https://www.thoughtco.com/kitchen-science-experiments-for-kids-604169
https://www.thoughtco.com/kitchen-science-experiments-for-kids-604169
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ETz67OUsXC0

