
 

YEAR 8: CURRICULUM OVERVIEW (Nov-Dec 2020) 1 

 
 

Subject Topics to be 
covered 

Key Learning 

 

Unit 2 
Architecture -the built 
environment  

Shoe project continued. 
All students will: 

● research and analyse the work of Gaudi creating exciting 
visual responses 

● Work collaboratively to generate and develop ideas. 
● Continue to develop observational drawing skills 
● Refine responses to produce a high quality creative 3D 

outcome using layering & card 
 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Research the work of Gaudi 
2. How was he inspired by nature? 

 
 

 

Sherlock Holmes 
Genre and convention 
Non-fiction texts 
Poetry 
Short stories 

Students start Y8 with a module focused on the concepts of villains 
and scoundrels in literature. Students will read two short stories 
from ‘The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes’ by Arthur Conan Doyle 
and explore how characters are created. The unit also features a 
study of poetry and classic short stories. Students also have the 
opportunity to read non-fiction texts exploring the themes of crime 
and punishment.   
 
*One lesson per fortnight will focus on improving writing. 
*One lesson per fortnight will focus on skills for reading and reading 
for pleasure. 

 

Pre-exposure 
homework 
 
 
 

1. Create an ‘initial thoughts’ poster on what you think makes the 
perfect villain or the perfect scoundrel 

2. a villainous character from a book you have read or film you 
have watched over the summer – what can you point out about 
their features? 
 



 

Developing basic cooking 
skills 
 

 

To continue to develop students cooking repertoire to prepare 
delicious and nutritious home cooked food with the skill focus being 
‘rubbing in’, producing a scone based pizza and fruit crumble. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Look at the different toppings on pizzas in supermarkets 
a. How can you add more colour through different 

vegetables? 

 

Mon école continué 
 

 

Students will continue with this topic, now learning to talk about their 
future plans for education or employment. They will learn the future 
tense, and consolidate their knowledge of the past tense in French. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Over half term use your French exercise book and quizlet to 
revise any of the language you have been learning so far, trying 
to say it, pronounce it well and spell it.  

2. Try to write 20 sentences in French using any of the language 
you have learned so far.  

3. If possible write them without looking at your books/vocab 
booklet for support. 

 

The Challenges and 
opportunities facing Africa 
 

 

A study of the physical and human geography of Africa. Africa’s 
colonial history.  An investigation into the challenges facing the 
continent and the opportunities for Africa to develop and change. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Research 1 African country – where is it? What is the climate 
like? How many people live there? 

2. Visit website 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/country_profiles/default.stm to help with 
your research. 
3. What is Global Warming? How and why does it happen? 

 

Question words, where 
you live, family,Pets, 

Students will be encouraged this term to add more details and 
structures to their work including connectives and opinions.  They 
should be able to use common verbs in the present tense, such as 
‘haben’ to have and ‘sein’ to be.  They should be starting to adapt 
language in different contexts and developing their understanding of 
written and spoken German. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Visit the website www.klar.co.uk. Go on topic ‘My self & Family’ 
(user name: ponthigh/password: pontlangs) and work through 
presentations, activities and games. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/country_profiles/default.stm
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2. BBC learning zone http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/die-

familie/1894.html watch the video about families in Germany 

and try and pick out as many words as possible.   

 

Oliver Cromwell 
 

 

Students will study the key aspects of Oliver Cromwell, including his 
role in the ECW, how he is regarded as both a religious, military and 
political figure and why he is viewed as such a divisive figure. 
Source analysis skills and the use of evidence will be incorporated 
into the unit, whilst students will also consider how different 
historical events and figures of historical significance can be 
interpreted in different ways.  The key historical theme of Power will 
shape the unit.  
 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Was Oliver Cromwell the father of British democracy?  
a. Read the BBC article via the following link  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/civil_war_revolution/c
romwell_01.shtml to gain an overview of Oliver 
Cromwell.  

b. Write a brief explanation regarding whether you think 
Cromwell was or wasn’t the father of British democracy.  

2. Oliver Cromwell is often regarded as either a hero or a villain 
depending on how people interpret his actions 

a. Can you find evidence to support both of these 
perspectives? 

b. Try to find a minimum of three to five pieces of evidence 
per side. 

 

Web design 

 
● History of the Internet 
● HTML and Websites 
● Designing a Website 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

Work through the tasks in the first lesson at 
https://www.khanacademy.org/computing/computer-
programming/html-css/intro-to-html/v/making-webpages-intro 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/die-familie/1894.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/die-familie/1894.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/die-familie/1894.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/civil_war_revolution/cromwell_01.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/civil_war_revolution/cromwell_01.shtml
https://www.khanacademy.org/computing/computer-programming/html-css/intro-to-html/v/making-webpages-intro
https://www.khanacademy.org/computing/computer-programming/html-css/intro-to-html/v/making-webpages-intro


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All: 
Working in the 
Cartesian Plane 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Representing Data 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Probability  
 
 
 
 
 

● Work with coordinates in all four quadrants  

● Identify and draw lines that are parallel to the axes 

● Recognise and use the line y = x 

● Recognise and use lines in the form y = kx 

● Link y=kx to direct proportion problems  

● Explore the gradient of the line y=kx (higher only)  

● Recognise and use lines in the form y = x + z 

● Explore graphs with negative gradients (y = -kx, t = a-x, x + y 

= a 

● Link graphs to linear sequences  

● Plot graphs in the form y = mx + c  

● Explore non-linear graphs (higher only)  

● Find the midpoint of a line segment (higher only)  

 

● Draw and interpret scatter graphs  

● Understand and describe linear correlation  

● Draw and use lines of best fit  

● Identify non-linear relationships  

● Identify different types of data  

● Read and interpret ungrouped frequency tables  

● Read and interpret grouped frequency tables  

● Represent grouped discrete and continuous data  

● Construct and interpret 2 way tables  

 

● Construct sample space diagrams for one or more events  

● Find probabilities from a sample space diagram 

● Find probabilities from two way tables  

● Find probabilities from Venn Diagrams  

● Use the product rule for finding the total number of possible 

outcomes  
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Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Wherever possible discuss graphs and tables of information that 
appear in the media/on social media, have conversations about 
what they show, are there any problems with the 
representations?  

a. How many people have been sampled to come up with 
these findings? Is it therefore representative?  

2. Consider how variables are connected. e.g. time spent on 
homework and mark for homework. Or size of room and time 
needed to clean it.  

 

Programme Music 

 
Students will explore how pictures and art can provide the 

inspiration and stimulus for composition. Mussorgsky’s work 

Pictures at an Exhibition is based on his close friend Victor 

Hartmann’s paintings at an exhibition mounted shortly after his 

death. 

Students will explore how Mussorgsky captures the mood of some 

of the paintings in more detail, through sound and how the elements 

of music are used to create different effects. Finally students will 

compose their own piece of music inspired by a picture or painting 

of their choice, which is put together to form a class “Pictures at an 

Exhibition” featuring the recurring “Promenade” theme. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Listen to a variety of descriptive music and understand how the 

Elements of music are used and manipulated to create different 

effects 

2. Research the instruments of the orchestra and sound effects 

3. Explore Medieval music for devices such as drone 

 

Games and gymnastics 

 
Pupils will experience a range of team and individual games. 
(Rugby,football, netball, badminton, table tennis and basketball) 
 
Pupils will be able to construct a floor routine and perform more 
advanced gymnastic moves (balances, roll’s and jumps). 



Pre-exposure 
homework 

Do intensive exercise 3 times a week for at least 20 minutes 

 

Can religion still be 
relevant today as a moral 
guide?  
 

 

Students will consider the religious rules from both Christianity and 
Buddhism and where they fit into today’s society. Are they outdated 
or do they reflect many non-religious people’s views? Students will 
look at key parables from the Bible and the 10 commandments. 
Within Buddhism students will focus on the concept of Karma and 
the Eightfold Path.  

 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Research the 10 commandments and the Eightfold path and 
make a note of any similarities between these religious rules 
and the laws we have in Great Britain. 

 

 

 

8F The Periodic Table 
  
  
  
 
8I Fluids 

●       What are atoms like? 
●       How are elements arranged in the Periodic Table? 
●       What kinds of trends occur in physical properties? 
●       What kinds of trends occur in chemical properties? 
 
●       How do materials change from one state to another? 
●       How do fluids exert pressure? 
●       Why do some things float and some things sink? 
●       What is drag and how can it be reduced? 

Pre-exposure 
homework 
 

8F The Periodic Table 
1. Explore the interactive Periodic Table at 

https://www.ptable.com/ and listen to the Periodic Table 
song (Updated 2018) at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rz4Dd1I_fX0 

8I Fluids 
2. Watch the clip on scuba diving at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TbZpW5pBBac and write 
a list of safety instructions for people who go diving OR 
research the cause of, and treatments for, altitude sickness 
when people climb high mountains such as Mount Everest 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=33N9KW86yVM 

https://www.ptable.com/
https://www.ptable.com/
https://www.ptable.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rz4Dd1I_fX0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rz4Dd1I_fX0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rz4Dd1I_fX0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TbZpW5pBBac
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TbZpW5pBBac
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TbZpW5pBBac
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=33N9KW86yVM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=33N9KW86yVM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=33N9KW86yVM
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Cultural study and giving 
personal information 

Students will continue to learn structures to enable them to talk 
about themselves, including their age and birthday.  We will also 
study ’Coco’-  a Spanish film which is based on  ‘el día de los 
muertos’ in Mexico.  . Later on in the term we will study Christmas 
traditions in Spain 

Pre-exposure 
homework 
 
 
 

1. Go onto www.languagesonline.org.uk - click on ‘español’  then 
choose ‘Grammar’.  Click on ‘ser- to be’ and work through the 
activities 

2. Use www.wordreference.com  (English to Spanish dictionary) 
find 5 connectives in Spanish to help you add more detail to 
your sentences.   

 

Tape Dispenser Project 
intro 

 

Using the sheet metal former to manipulate steel , scrolling, press 
forming, forge work, milling and turning are all part of the 
manufacture of this product.  

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. What is a tap and die and why would you need to know how to 
use one in Engineering/Technology? 

 
 

http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://www.wordreference.com/

