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Subject Topics to be 
covered 

Key Learning 

 

Urban/Man made world 
 
Unit 2 
Fantastical Architecture  

All students will : 
● research and analyse the work of  Gaudi 
● continue to explore mark making and drawing to create 

experimental sketchbook responses 
● Develop 2D drawing into 3D cardboard relief outcomes 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Research the work of Gaudi 
a. What do you find inspiring about his style? 

 

Rhetoric 
Speeches 
Advertising 
Persuasion in Literature 
 
AND/OR 
 
Short stories and creative 
writing 

Students will complete a comprehensive study of the concepts of 
ethos, pathos and logos in rhetoric through a range of fiction and 
non-fiction texts, including Martin Luther King’s ‘I have a dream..’ 
speech. Students will have opportunities to collaborate with their 
peers and showcase their persuasive skills in a speaking and 
listening assessment. 
 
Students will also read a series of short stories and study the 
conventions employed by writers in terms of narrative arc, 
characterisation, use of setting, opening and endings. They will then 
use these conventions to write their own short stories.  

Pre-exposure 
homework 
 
 
 

1. Watch famous speeches on YouTube – including Obama, 
Churchill and Malala Yousafza 

2. Find three adverts and annotate their language and 
structure features 

3. Read advertising editorials in newspapers such as The 
Guardian and The Telegraph 



 

Foundations of Health, 
Safety, Hygiene and 
developing basic cooking 
skills 

● To understand the importance of safe hygienic practices 
● To develop practical skills as team members by preparing 

colourful and nutritious dishes to excite their interest and 
knowledge of fruit and vegetables, enhanced by the baking 
skill of ‘rubbing in’ 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Research the different types of vegetables in a supermarket, 
find particular types that you may not have eaten. 

 

Mon école 

  

Students will learn to talk about what activities they like and dislike, 
using opinions with verbs, and then they will learn to talk in the past 
tense to say which activities they have done, both in school and at 
home. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Before you return to school, try to write 20 sentences in 
French using language you learned in year 7 or 8  

2. Can you remember the parts of the verb ‘to have’, and the 
verb ‘to be’?  

3. Can you talk about what you like/dislikes and why, and can 
you talk about what you did last weekend or yesterday?  

 

Coasts The types of wave: destructive and constructive. 

The impact of weathering and erosion on the coast: cliffs and 
wave-cut platforms, headlands and bays, caves, arches, stacks and 
stumps. The process and impact of longshore drift on the coastline 
and the formation of beaches, spits and bars. The effects of coastal 
recession on people and the environment. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Make a dictionary of 15 key coastal terms eg Stack  
2. Visit http://www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse/geography/coasts to help 

with this 
3. Identify 5 different landforms found on the coast – describe 

what they look like and explain how they are formed within 
the river 

http://www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse/geography/coasts
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4. Use the bbc bitesize website to help 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/coasts
/ 

 

Description of self and 
family members, including 
character and physical 
description, animals and 
colours.  Talking about 
where you live and 
nationality 

Students should now be starting to become confident using 
common verbs (‘haben’ and ‘sein’) in different forms in order to 
describe themselves and others.  They will be extending sentences 
to add connectives and adjectives and will develop the ability to give 
simple opinions in German. Students will learn how to use 
comparatives and superlatives as well as possessive adjectives 
(mein, dein, sein) 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Over the holidays use your German exercise book and 
quizlet to revise any of the language you have been learning 
so far, trying to say it, pronounce it well and spell it. 

2. Try to write 20 sentences in German using any of the 
language you have learned so far. If possible write them 
without looking at your books/vocab booklet for support 

 

Industrial Revolution Students will develop historical knowledge and knowledge in 
relation to the Industrial Revolution. The role of key individuals and 
developments will be explored, whilst students will consider the 
extent to which British society was changed during the period.  

Pre-exposure 
homework 

Watch the following Industrial Revolution mini- documentary: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xh_Lk7kDrUI 
 

1. Identify what you believe to be the five most significant 
features of the Industrial Revolution covered in the video.  

2. Write an explanation outlining the reasons why you chose 
your five selections.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/coasts/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/coasts/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xh_Lk7kDrUI


 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Web design Students will be introduced to webpage design by considering the 
main features of a website and be introduced to HTML coding 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Complete the introductory activities about HTML at 
https://www.w3schools.com/html/default.asp.  

2. Work through some of the other tasks to develop your 
understanding of HTML. 

 All students: 
● Brackets, equations and inequalities  

○ Forming expressions  
○ Expanding, simplifying and factorising single 

brackets  
○ Forming and solving equations with brackets 
○ Understanding, forming and solving inequalities  
○ Recognise the differences between formulae, 

expressions, identities and equations  
● Sequences  

○ Generating sequences from written and algebraic 
rules  

○ Generating sequences from complex algebraic rules  
● Indices 

○ Adding and subtracting expressions with indices  
○ Simplifying algebraic expressions by multiplying and 

dividing with indices 
○ Using addition and subtraction laws for indices  

 
Higher Extension:  

● Brackets, equations and inequalities  
○ Expanding double brackets  
○ Form and  solve equations and inequalities with 

unknowns on both sides  
● Sequences  

○ Finding the nth term of a linear sequence 
● Indices 

○ Exploring powers of powers  
 

https://www.w3schools.com/html/default.asp
https://www.w3schools.com/html/default.asp
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Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Here are some nice algebra puzzles to expose students to a 
variety of different applications https://nrich.maths.org/8470 

2. The website https://whiterosemaths.com/ is the scheme we 
follow in Key Stage 3 and as the term goes on they provide 
instructional videos (under ‘home learning’ tab) to support 
every step we teach.  

 

Rhythm This unit explores the main rhythmic musical features and devices 
used in African music, particularly the African drumming tradition of 
West Africa. Pupils learn to perform different drum strokes on a 
drum before composing, performing and improvising simple 
rhythms, turning these into cyclic rhythms. These are then 
combined to form a polyrhythmic texture, characteristic of much 
African music.  

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Research the percussive textures of other countries e.g. 
Samba of Latin-America 

2. Extend your listening experience by listening to extracts 
from Stravinsky’s Rite of Spring.  

a. Other pieces on a related theme include Handel’s 
Zadok the Priest (used at coronations), Mozart’s 
Magic Flute and Verdi’s Macbeth.  

3. Relate music to real festivals such as harvest, Mardi Gras, 
Passover and Ramadan. 

 

Activity and Health 
based sessions 

Pupils will experience a range of activities using the teaching games 
for understanding model to develop their understanding of the rules, 
tactics and strategies of the activities. 
 
Health based lessons will focus on some alternative types of fitness 
including Step Aerobics and Boxercise to increase fitness levels. 
 

https://nrich.maths.org/8470
https://whiterosemaths.com/


Activities that will take place will link to the School Games virtual 
competition and we will allow the students to experience some 
Indoor Sports Hall Athletics to introduce intra school competition. 
This will also provide opportunities to develop important character 
skills including teamwork, leadership and communication skills 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Develop an understanding of the sporting activities to 
increase your knowledge and understanding of these 
activities 

2. How will you actively improve your weaknesses and levels 
of physical activity?  

 

Unit 3 – How can 
philosophy and ethics 
help us answer big 
questions? 

Students will study key philosophers and analyse their views on 
religion. Alongside this students will look at some both philosophical 
and controversial topics such as religious experience, the relevance 
of religion in the 21st century and the problem of evil and suffering. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Create a research profile on Karl Marx - Who was he? What 
did he believe? What did he do? 

2. Make a mind-map of big questions we cannot find the 
answers to scientifically. 

 

 

8C Breathing & 
Respiration 
 

● What is aerobic respiration? 
● How are gases exchanged in the lungs? 
● How does oxygen get from the lungs to the rest of our 

bodies? 
● How do we detect gas exchange in different organisms? 
● How does anaerobic respiration occur? 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Research how humans, insects, fish and plants obtain 
oxygen from the air. 

2. Read the article ‘Do plants really breathe?’ at 
https://tinyurl.com/y36papjc 

https://tinyurl.com/y36papjc
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8G Metals and Their 
Uses 

● What makes metals useful? 
● What happens during rusting and corrosion? 
● How do metals react with water? 
● How can we improve the quality of evidence? 
● What happens when metals react with acids? 
● What makes alloys so useful? 

Pre-exposure 
homework 
 

1. Revise the material you did on metals in the Year 7 unit 7H 
‘Atoms, Elements & Molecules’ 

2. Go around your home and make a list of alloys you can find 
from the list of 20 common ones found at 
https://tinyurl.com/y3hgwsnd . 

 

 

Description of self and 
family members, including 
character and physical 
description, animals and 
colours.  Talking about 
where you live and 
nationality. 

Students will  now start to become more confident using common 
verbs (‘tener’ and ‘ser’) in different forms in order to describe 
themselves and others.  They will be extending sentences to add 
connectives and adjectives and will develop the ability to give simple 
opinions in Spanish. Students will learn how to use comparatives 
and superlatives as well as possessive adjectives ( mi, tu, su). 

Pre-exposure 
homework 
 
 
 

1. Over the holidays use your Spanish exercise book and quizlet to 
revise any of the language you have been learning so far, trying 
to say it, pronounce it well and spell it. 

2.   Try to write 20 sentences in Spanish using any of the language 
you have learned so far. If possible write them without looking 
at your books/vocab booklet for support 

https://tinyurl.com/y3hgwsnd


 
 

 

Inspired Lighting Year 8 

You will be designing and developing a prototype lamp which will be 
inspired by ‘Bauhaus’.  
This project aims to enable you to develop your research, design, 
making and evaluation skills. You will evidence your learning in your 
online digital ePortfolio. 

You will begin this project remotely and continue it in school. If you 
are ever isolating you should be able to stay on track by continuing 
to use your online digital ePortfolio. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Investigate Bauhaus design principles’  
a. What do you like about them? 
b. What do you not like about them? 


