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Subject Topics to be 
covered 

Key Learning 

 

Unit 3 –  
Customize your 
‘Converse’.  

Students will 
Research a number of contemporary graphic artists and designers.  
Experiment with colour and pattern in response to your inspirational research. 
Create a range of successful design ideas for the brand ‘Converse’.  
 

Pre-exposure 
homework 
 

Distorted Portrait 
A 12 point challenge will be given at the start of unit 2 with focused research & 
design tasks linked to portraiture. 
 

 

Hamartia and 
Redemption: An 
Introduction to Tragedy 

In order to prepare for studying the tragedy of ‘Romeo and Juliet’ at GCSE, this 
half term, students will be introduced to the conventions of the tragic genre by 
studying  one of two plays. Students will read  either ‘The Crucible’ by Arthur 
Miller or ‘Journey’s End’ by R.C. Sherriff, examining the presentation of 
characters, aspects of staging and the structure of a tragedy. To accompany 
this, students will also study a range of complementary non-fiction texts and 
poetry as well as exploring relevant contextual influences.  
 

Pre-exposure 
homework 
 

1. Do some research into the tragic genre- create a list or design a mind map 
of all the key features of a traditional tragedy (you could divide this using the 
following subtitles- protagonist, characters, plot, structure, setting, key 
themes) 

2. Find out some information about: 
a. World War One (particularly trench life on the Western Front and the 

famous writers and poets who recorded it) 
b. The Salem Witch Trials 
c. McCarthyism in America in the 1950s 

 

 

Unit 1: Principles of 
Nutrition and Health 

 
 
 

 

To continue to develop students skills to prepare delicious and nutritious home 
cooked food. 
Students will develop their ability to plan and prepare main meals and 
understand the reasons for cooking food, the equipment needed and how to 
apply sensory analysis when testing the outcomes. 
 



Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Collect a range of sweet snacks and drinks 
2. Record the different levels of sugar contained in them. 

 

Chez Moi 
 

 

Students will continue with this topic, learning to discuss what they are allowed 
to do, and what they have to do at home, such as chores, access to technology 
etc. They will learn how to use modal verbs and complex verbs of obligation. 
We will also study ’Ma Vie de Courgette,’ a short French film which examines 
family relationships and social issues.We will use this for speaking and writing 
activities in French.  

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Over half term use your French exercise book and quizlet to revise any of 
the language you have been learning so far, trying to say it, pronounce it 
well and spell it.  

2. Try to write 20 sentences in French using any of the language you have 
learned so far. If possible write them without looking at your books/vocab 
booklet for support. 

 

Development 

 
The development compass rose and the North/South Divide. Statistical 
techniques such as choropleth maps and scattergraphs. Investigating indicators 
of development. Why are some countries rich and other countries poor? Why is 
the continent of Africa so poor? What is fair-trade and how can it help 
development? 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Identify 5 key terms used in a development and find out what they mean. 
2. Investigate the North South divide in the UK – what facts and figures 

support a difference within the UK e.g. the cost of housing. 

 

Free time Students will recap core language they have studied so far to talk about their 
hobbies.  They will learn to say what they like/dislike doing depending on the 
weather and will move on to discuss activities they have done last weekend.  
This will involve learning key verbs in the past tense and using past tense time 
markers. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Over half term use your German  exercise book and quizlet to revise any of 
the language you have been learning so far this year, trying to say it, 
pronounce it well and spell it.  

2. Try to write 20 sentences in German using any of the language you have 
learned so far. If possible write them without looking at your books/vocab 
booklet for support 

 

World War One 
(Continued) 
Treaty of Versailles 
 

 

Why is the Battle of the Somme so significant? The significance of the Battle of 
the Somme  and the role played by General Haig in shaping the battle will be 
explored. In addition, the end of World War One and the issues that faced the 
peacemakers at Versailles will be studied. Source analysis skills and how 
different historical events and figures of historical significance can be 
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interpreted in different ways will be considered.  The key historical theme of 
Conflict & Resolution will shape the unit. 
 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Independent research. Find 5-10 key facts about the Battle of the Somme.  
2. General Haigh is often regarded as the Butcher of the Somme- can you find 

evidence to both support and challenge this title. Try to find a minimum of 
three to five pieces of evidence per side 

3. What is a treaty? Research the key question and record your findings. 
4. Who were the ‘Big Three’? Research the key question and record your 

findings. 
 

 

Graphics 

 
● How to create graphical products - characters and background , for a 

comic book 
● How to manipulate graphical images to create a comic book using 

Photoshop 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Go to https://www.storyboardthat.com/storyboard-creator to create a comic 
strip 

2. Go to https://helpx.adobe.com/uk/photoshop/tutorials.html to develop your 
ability to edit images 
 

Higher maths 

 

Key learning: For full details please look in the specification at 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300 and search for the code below. 

 

Co-ordinates and linear 
graphs 

A8, G11, A9, A10 

Collecting and 
representing data 

S2, S4, S3 

Pre-exposure 
Homework 

1.   Find out what the gradient of a graph is and how you calculate it. 
2.   Find an example of a graph or a chart from a newspaper/magazine or the 

Internet.  Explain what this diagram is trying to illustrate. 
 

https://www.storyboardthat.com/storyboard-creator
https://helpx.adobe.com/uk/photoshop/tutorials.html
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300


Foundation maths 

 

Key learning: For full details please look in the specification at 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300 and search for the code below. 

Fractions and Decimals A8, G11, A9, A10 

Rounding N15, N16 

Collecting and 
representing data 

S2, S4 

Pre-exposure  
homework 

1. Find out three examples of where fractions are used in real life. 
2. Find an example of a graph or a chart from a newspaper/magazine or the 

Internet.   

 

Film Music (2) 

 
Pupils perform a famous Theme from a ‘Western’ exploring how film music 
composers use instruments “associated” with ‘The Wild West’  to create a 
sense of Time and Place.  Finally, pupils explore soundtracks to “Horror 
Movies”, learning about Concords and Discords and how composers of “Horror 
Movies” use Discords, instrumentation and extremes of Pitch to create their 
own “Horror Movie” soundtrack using a Storyboard to help them with their 
planning. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Research the following film composers: John Williams, James Horner, 
Danny Elfman, Jerry Goldsmith.  

2. Listen to extracts of their music and how they use the elements of music. 

 

Swap rugby for football, 
table tennis swaps with 
basketball and visa versa 
 
 

 

Outwitting opponents through netball and either basketball or badminton 
 
Outwitting opponents, effective teamwork, through Rugby, Basketball and 
table tennis  

Pre-exposure 
homework 

Do intensive exercise 3 times a week for at least 20 minutes 

 

The Study of religions – 
Christianity 
 

 

Christian practices - comparing practices within different Christian 
denominations. Students will look at worship, the sacraments, pilgrimages, 
festivals, the role of the church in the local community, mission work, 
persecution and charity organisations.  
 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Research at least one Christian festival (Easter, Christmas) and focus on its 
meaning and the impact it has on Christians in the modern world. 

2. Collect any leaflets you can find which inform people about Christian 
Charities. 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300
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9I Forces and Motion 
  
  
 
 
9J Force Fields 
  
  
 
  
GCSE Transition 
Projects 

●       How do forces affect objects and the way they move? 
●       Which energy resources can be used to move things? 
●       How do we calculate speed? 
●       How can we increase the size of a force? 
 
●       What kinds of force field are there? 
●       What causes static electricity? 
●       How can current electricity be controlled? 
●       How can electricity produce magnetism? 
 
Students use particular KS3 topics to develop their scientific skills before 
starting their GCSE Science course by planning and carrying out investigations 
into: 
●       What factors affect how fast enzymes work? 
●       Which variables affect the rate of metal extraction by electrolysis? 
●       How do different variables affect the acceleration of an object? 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

9I Forces and Motion 
1. Find out what the fastest natural and artificial things are on Earth and what 

enables them to be so fast. 
9J Force Fields 
2. Watch the exciting magnetism experiments at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KEkhu_v80yI and try your own static 
electricity experiments at home after watching 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ViZNgU-Yt-Y 

GCSE Transition Projects 
3. Read the article on scientific method and consider which skills you are 

strong at and which you need to improve 
https://www.khanacademy.org/science/high-school-biology/hs-biology-

foundations/hs-biology-and-the-scientific-method/a/the-science-of-biology 

 

Free time Students will recap core language they have studied so far to talk about their 
hobbies.  They will learn to say what they like/dislike doing depending on the 
weather and will move on to discuss activities they have done last weekend.  
This will involve learning key verbs in the past tense and using past time tense 
markers. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KEkhu_v80yI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KEkhu_v80yI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KEkhu_v80yI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ViZNgU-Yt-Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ViZNgU-Yt-Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ViZNgU-Yt-Y
https://www.khanacademy.org/science/high-school-biology/hs-biology-foundations/hs-biology-and-the-scientific-method/a/the-science-of-biology
https://www.khanacademy.org/science/high-school-biology/hs-biology-foundations/hs-biology-and-the-scientific-method/a/the-science-of-biology
https://www.khanacademy.org/science/high-school-biology/hs-biology-foundations/hs-biology-and-the-scientific-method/a/the-science-of-biology
https://www.khanacademy.org/science/high-school-biology/hs-biology-foundations/hs-biology-and-the-scientific-method/a/the-science-of-biology


Pre-exposure 
homework 
 
 
 

1. Over half term use your Spanish exercise book and quizlet to revise any of 
the language you have been learning so far this year, trying to say it, 
pronounce it well and spell it.  

2. Try to write 20 sentences in Spanish using any of the language you have 
learned so far. If possible write them without looking at your books/vocab 
booklet for support. 

 

Gumball Dispenser 

 
Students have to decide on what carcass shape to made from timber, what 
mechanism and what sweets to dispense one at a time in an attractive and 
interesting storage device. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Watch the clip on the workings of a wooden pinball machine and identify 
which mechanisms and movements are involved.  

2. Are there any ideas from this item you may wish to develop for your 
product? https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qXd4Hyj54gU 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qXd4Hyj54gU

