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Subject Topics to be 
covered 

Key Learning 

 

Main topic:  
Pre-19th Century Fiction 
(Either ‘Dr Jekyll and Mr 
Hyde’ or ‘A Christmas 
Carol’) 
 
Other topics:  
Unseen poetry 
 
Non-fiction extracts 

Students study either ‘Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde’ by R L Stevenson or ‘A 
Christmas Carol’ by Charles Dickens.  They read the full text and 
explore the plot, characters and themes in detail.  Students will 
develop skills to analyse how the language, form, structure and 
context of the novel create meanings and effects as well as develop 
skills to maintain a critical style and informed personal response. 
The skills they practise in this unit are assessed at GCSE in the 
English Literature exam (Paper 2a). 
 
As well as studying  ‘Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde’ or ‘A Christmas Carol’ 
’this half term, students will be introduced to a range of unseen poetry 
and non-fiction extracts. 
 

Pre-exposure 
homework 
 
 

1. Watch film versions of the novels ‘Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde’ or ‘A 
Christmas Carol’. 

2. Research the lives of the authors. 

3. Read other novels by the same authors. 

Higher tier 

 
 
 
 

 

Key learning: For full details please look in the specification at 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300 and search for the code 
below. 

Congruence and 
Similarity 

G5, G6, G19 

Pythagoras’ Theorem G20, G21, G6,  

Right Angled 
Trigonometry 

G20, G21, G6, R12 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Find out how to work out what the words congruence and similarity 
mean.  

2. Review Pythagoras’ Theorem and find out where it is used in the 
real world. 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300


Foundation Tier 
 

 

Constructions and loci G2 

Algebra  A3, A4, A25, A17 

Congruence and similarity G5, G6, G19 
 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Teach yourself how to construct a perpendicular bisector. 
2. Find out how to work out what the words congruence and 

similarity mean. 

 

Edexcel GCSE (9-1) 
Biology  
Topic 3 Genetics 

● How are gametes formed? 
● What is the structure and function of DNA?  
● How are proteins made? 
● How are characteristics inherited and how do scientists predict 

the inheritance of characteristics? 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Search YouTube for ‘Secret of Life – Discovery of DNA Structure’ 
Listen to the story of Watson and Crick and make notes on how 
the discovery was made. 

2. Go to BBC Bitesize. Click on GCSE  then biology then Inheritance 
and Genetics. Work through the revision on Genetics Diagrams 
and Pedigree to introduce you to inheritance. Try remembering the 
key terms which are highlighted and see if you can explain how 
your gender has been inherited. 
 

 

C9 Calculations involving 
masses 
and 
C10 Electrolytic 
processes 

● How can we use relative atomic masses to calculate relative 
formula masses of elements and compounds? 

● How do you calculate the mass of reactants or products in a 
reaction? 

● How do you work out empirical and molecular formulae of 
compounds? 

● What is an electrolyte? 

● What happens to ions in electrolysis? 
● How do you predict the products formed in electrolysis? 
● How is copper purified using electrolysis? 
 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Search for and watch this video on YouTube to prepare you for 
your continued study of the electrolysis. ‘Electrolysis of molten 
Zinc Chloride’ Royal Society of Chemistry (5:28min long) 
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Edexcel GCSE (9-1)  
 
Physics 
P6 Radioactivity 
 

● Describe the structure of an atom and how do we know it is 
correct 

● Explain how and why radiation occurs 
● Explain can radioactive materials be used in medicine and to 

generate electricity 
● Calculate the half life of radioactive sources 
● Describe how radiation can be used in medical situations and 

to generate electricity 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. YouTube search ‘Virtual School Radioactivity’ and watch the video 
titled ‘Types of radiation - 3:17 long’.  

2. Write down the different types of radiation and some of their 
properties. 

 

Edexcel GCSE (9-1) 
Combined Science 
 
CB2 Cells and Control  

● How do cells divide and specialise?  
● Why are stem cells important? 
● How are specialised cells identified and how does the nervous 

system work? 
 

Pre-exposure 
homework 
 

1. Watch the video: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zpkx8mn/video 

Edexcel GCSE (9-1) 
Combined Science 
 
CB3 Genetics 

● How are gametes formed? 
● What is the structure and function of DNA?  
● How are proteins made? 

● How are characteristics inherited and how do scientists predict 
the inheritance of characteristics? 

Pre-exposure 
homework 
 
 
 
 

1. Search you tube for ‘Secret of Life – Discovery of DNA Structure’ 
Listen to the story of Watson and Crick and make notes on how 
the discovery was made. 

2. Go to BBC Bitesize. Click on GCSE  then biology then Inheritance 
and Genetics. Work through the revision on Genetics Diagrams 
and Pedigree to introduce you to inheritance. Try remembering the 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zpkx8mn/video


 key terms which are highlighted and see if you can explain how 
your gender has been inherited. 

Edexcel GCSE (9-1) 
Combined Science 
 
CB4 Natural Selection 
and Genetics Modification 

● What is the evidence of human evolution? 

● How does natural selection occur? 
● How are organisms classified? 
● What is genetic modification and how does it relate to 

agriculture? 

Pre-exposure 
homework 
 
 
 

1. Read the article http://www.bbc.co.uk/earth/story/20150803-how-
do-we-know-evolution-is-real. Make a list of evidence for evolution. 

2. Research the process of genetic modification. Draw a picture to 
represent it. Ask people at home what their opinions of genetic 
modification are. 

Edexcel GCSE (9-1) 
Combined Science 
 
CC8 Acids and Alkalis 
 
 

● Acid, alkalis and indicators 
● Looking at acids 
● Bases and salts 
● Preparing copper sulphate 
● Alkalis and balancing equations 
● Investigating neutralisation 
● Alkalis and neutralisation 
● Reactions of acids with metals and carbonates 
● Solubility 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Do some research into acids, akalis and indicators, to describe 
each one. 

2. Research what neutralisation is? 

Edexcel GCSE (9-1) 
Combined Science 
 
CC9 Calculations 
Involving Masses 
 

● How can we use relative atomic masses to calculate relative 
formula masses of elements and compounds? 

● How do you calculate the mass of reactants or products in a 
reaction? 

● How do you work out empirical and molecular formulae of 
compounds? 

Pre-exposure 
Homework 

1. Find out the definition of relative atomic mass and relative 
formula mass. 

Edexcel GCSE (9-1) 
Combined Science 
 
CP1 Motion 

● What is the difference between vector and scalar quantities? 
● How are speed and acceleration calculated? 
● How can journeys be represented on distance/time and 

velocity/time graphs? 
● How can graphs be used to calculate speed, acceleration and 

distance travelled? 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/earth/story/20150803-how-do-we-know-evolution-is-real
http://www.bbc.co.uk/earth/story/20150803-how-do-we-know-evolution-is-real
http://www.bbc.co.uk/earth/story/20150803-how-do-we-know-evolution-is-real
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Pre-exposure 
Homework 

1. Work through the Oak National Academy lesson for a 
headstart: 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/speed-fd33ed 

Edexcel GCSE (9-1) 
Combined Science 
 
CP5 Light and the 
Electromagnetic 
Spectrum 
 

● What is the electromagnetic spectrum? 
● What are some of the uses of waves in different parts of the 

electromagnetic spectrum? 
● What are some of the harmful effects of waves in different 

parts of the electromagnetic spectrum? 

Pre-exposure 
Homework 

1. Visit the BBC Bitesize website to learn about the different parts 
of the electromagnetic spectrum: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z32f4qt/revision/1 
 

Edexcel GCSE (9-1) 
Combined Science 
 
CP6 Radioactivity  
 

● Atomic models 
● Inside atoms 
● Electrons and orbits 
● Background radiation 
● Types of radiation 
● Radioactive decay 
● Half-life 
● Dangers of radioactivity 

Pre-exposure 
Homework 

1. YouTube search ‘Virtual School Radioactivity’ and watch the 
video titled ‘Types of radiation - 3:17 long’.  

2. Write down the different types of radiation and some of their 
properties. 

 

Unit 1 (D)  
Black and white  

 

To develop observational recording skills using a wide variety of 
techniques and materials. Students will produce a series of detailed 
and expressive study boards and will produce a personal final 
composition. Students will research artists who explore natural forms 
with a focus on process, context or compositional layout. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

Alphabet   
All students will be completing their alphabet project to hand in just 
after half term. 
Natural forms  

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/speed-fd33ed
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z32f4qt/revision/1


Following that, they will be starting their natural forms unit. Selecting 
and photographing an inspiring natural object (example; flower, fruit, 
vegetable, shell etc) would be a great start. 

 
CAMBRIDGE NATIONAL BUSINESS 

 

R065 Design a Business 
Proposal 
 
(Project worth 25% of 
overall GCSE) 

 

Students will complete their market research and then analyse what 
their potential customers want based on their preferences. 
 
Students will then use the research to produce a product design for 
the business challenge.  This is Task 3. 
 
 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

Students should design and sketch several potential new hats in draft 
form.  Each design should be based on their market research and 
should appeal to their target customers. 
 

 

Students will complete 
unit 1 topics and then 
begin unit 2 topics. 
 
Unit 2: Marketing 
 

 

Students will be introduced to market research methods and the types 
of data that research produces.  This will then link into activities 
designed to help students understand how businesses segment their 
customers and carry out target marketing. 
 

Students will then learn about the marketing mix and how firms need 
to incorporate four things into their marketing campaigns: 

1. Product 
2. Price 
3. Place 
4. Promotion 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

Students should Google “Best global brands” and see how many of 
the businesses and products they recognise.  
 
They should then carry out research into two of them.  For instance, 
what kinds of advertising and promotion does each business use?  
What is special about their products?  Why do so many people think 
highly about them? 

 

UNIT 1:  
L04 Food Hygiene 
 
UNIT 2:  
L03 Skills in making 
dishes 
 
 

Students will continue studying the theoretical principles to prevent 
illness within food preparation. This will support their understanding of 
food hygiene and safety exam questions and within their practical work 
Using an oven, hob or grill. Knife skills and a range of cooking 
methods eg. reduction sauces, whisking, pasta making, pastry making 
to make a wide range of dishes eg. swiss roll, tortellini, choux pastry, 
savoury tarts. Bakewell tart will be produced as a part of practical 
assessment 
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Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Watch a current TV food programme.  
2. Look at how some of them have been presented by chefs, be 

ready to discuss these techniques in class. 

 

Free-time 
 
 

 

Students will be learning to understand, discuss and write about their 
free-time, including music, cinema, sport, and dining out. They will 
consolidate and develop their knowledge of the perfect tense, and 
begin to use the imperfect tense. They will be assessed in listening 
and writing skills on this topic. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. In your books, make a list of 20 items of vocabulary you would 
need to discuss this topic eg. sports, genres of film, ordering food 
vocab,  and then write 10 sentences including all the words. 

2. Go to www.languagesonline.org.uk  to revise the perfect tense  
3. Make a note of 3 things you understand and 1 question you have 

 

Global Development 

 
Definitions of development and measuring development.  Investigating   
levels of development globally and the consequences of uneven 
development, and strategies used to address this.  A case study of a 
developing country and the positive and negative impacts of rapid 
development for the people and environment of that country. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Identify 5 key terms used in a development and find out what they 
mean. 

2. Find out about a developing country – what is the size of the 
population, the birth rate etc. – produce a fact-file for that country – 
use the following website to help you  
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse/geography/development 

 

Technology Students will be learning to understand, discuss and write about the 
technology they use in their everyday lives in German.  They will be 
able to use language to talk about mobile phones, the use of the 
internet and social media. They will consolidate grammar and tenses 
already studied in year 9 and apply this knowledge to new verbs and 
language. They will be assessed in listening and writing skills on this 
topic.  

Pre-exposure 
homework 
 
 

1. Students should learn the vocabulary on these topics from the 
Revision guide and kerboodle online. 

http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse/geography/development


 
 

2. In your books, make a list of 20 items of vocabulary you would 
need to discuss this topic eg. mobile phone, computer etc.  and 
then write 10 sentences including all the words. 

3. Go to www.languagesonline.org.uk  to revise word order and 
modal verbs. 

Make a note of 3 things you understand and 1 question you have 

 

Skills Unit 2 
Storage and Timber 

 

How to manufacture a range of different wood joints. A skills based 
exercise used to springboard the design ideas for a timber product. 
Unit 3 Materials Unit Metals and Timber 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. What does the word ‘sustainable’ mean in the context of 
production?  

2. Write the definition in the notes section of your planner.  
3. Is timber a sustainable material? 

 

America 1920-73: 
Opportunity & Inequality. 
 

Students will develop their extended writing and communication skills 
through the completion of AQA examination question. Through this 
process they will also develop the historical skills required to make 
progress and achieve in the subject.  
 
Students will develop contextual knowledge and understanding in 
relation to key issues associated with post-war America, including: 

● American society and the economy after 1945 
● Racial tension and developments in the 1950s & 1960s 
● America and the ‘Great Society’ 
● The development & impact of feminist movements 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. What the following link and write down what impression it gives 
you of post-war America:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v50ofzVuZuo 

2. Write a definition of the ‘American Dream’ 
3. Undertake research on a key civil rights leader, such as Martin 

Luther King or Malcolm and write an explanation of the difference 

in approach between the two men. 

 

Digital Graphics 
 

Students will learn to investigate digital user interfaces in terms of:  

● audience and purpose 
● composition 
● use of colour 
● impact/visual effect 
● size and position 
● the nature of the message 

http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v50ofzVuZuo
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Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Carry out research into user interfaces.  
2. Use https://mockflow.com/ to create an interface 

 

Advertising and Marketing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cross-Media – Film 
promotion 

 

Study of set topics 
 
Magazines – ‘Quality Street’ ad (1956) and ‘Water Aid’ campaign ad 
 
Section A: Exploring Media Language and Representation  
In this section, learners will analyse media language, considering how 
the selection and combination of elements of media language 
influence and communicate meanings in media products.  
Learners will also explore the concept of representation and relevant 
representations of gender, ethnicity, age, issues and events in the 
media. Learners will develop the ability to:  
analyse media language, considering how the selection and 
combination of elements of media language influence and 
communicate meanings in media products.  
Learners will also explore the concept of historical context and how the 
style and content of media products are influenced by the time in 
which they were produced. 
 
Preparation for Component 1 Section B of the first GSCE exam 
Study of set topics 
Film Posters – James Bond – ‘The Man with the Golden Gun’ and 
‘Spectre’ 
Film Websites – ‘Spectre’ 
Learners must develop their knowledge and understanding of the 
following aspects of the theoretical framework: Audiences & 
Industries 
Film will be studied in relation to media industries only. Students study 
Spectre in the context of cross-media study which explores the 
convergence of media platforms and technologies and in the context 
of the study of media industries. In order to develop an awareness of 
Spectre as a contemporary mainstream film, learners will consider 
selected key pages from the Spectre section of the Official James 
Bond 007 website, including the homepage and at least two other 
pages. 

https://mockflow.com/


Pre-exposure 
homework 

ADVERTISING & MARKETING 
1. Look at as many examples as possible of advertising and 

marketing campaigns – include things like contemporary adverts 
(both print and moving image), charity campaigns and film 
promotion.  

2. Look also at ‘historical’ examples of these- from 30. 40, 50 and 
more years ago.  

3. Think about the ways in which design and content differ depending 
on the purpose of the product and the time in which it was created. 

 

Composing Performing 
and Listening 
 

 

Consolidate and build on the skills covered in the previous half term. 
The aim is to deepen understanding of Harmony and the add 
Structure. Students will study the context of the set works relating into 
wider listening  through the musical elements 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Practice the skill and develop the habit of breaking all music you 
listen to into the core components studied this half term;  Melody, 
Harmony and Structure 

 

Devising theatre and 
performance. 
 
 

Pupils to be introduced to the concept of devised theatre. 
Pupils will use a stimulus to devise a performance for ‘Theatre In 
Education’, they will use the skills gained in half term 1 to create a 
piece of theatre. Their piece will be aimed towards the audience of 
primary school children. 
Pupils will perform their developed piece of theatre towards the end of 
the term. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Research – pupils will be required to research their chosen subject 
matter to allow for the development of ideas. 

2. Rehearsal log – Pupils will be required to keep a log of their 
progress in lessons to show understanding and development of 
ideas. 

3. Rehearsals- Pupils should independently rehearse outside of 
lessons, this may include learning lines, rehearsing with peers or 
individually.  

4. Theatre Review- we hope to take pupils to the theatre in either half 
term one or two and would look for them to write a review of a live 
theatre performance, this will form part of their written exam in year 
11. 
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Exercising safely and 
efficiently 
Swap activities with those 
not covered in first half 
term 

  

Student will experience a variety of different fitness based 
activities from step aerobics to pilates. They will make an 
informed choice of which activity  will aid the improvement  of 
their fitness to help then lead a fit and healthy lifestyle. Students 
continue to develop skills, and making and applying decisions. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 
 

Do intensive exercise 3 times a week for at least 20 minutes 

 

The Study of Religions - 
Buddhism 

 

Buddhist practices - comparing practices within different Buddhists 
traditions. Students will look at worship, types of meditation, death 
ceremonies, festivals and concepts such as karma, karuna and metta.  
 

Pre-exposure 
homework 
 

1. Research and reflect upon how Buddhists live their lives in the 
modern world and how their ethical beliefs impact upon this.  

o Search for media reference to Buddhist beliefs and 
festivals/celebrations. 

o Research different types of Buddhist meditation – watch 
YouTube videos if possible 
 

 
 

 

Technology 
 

 

Students will be learning to understand, discuss and write about the 
technology they use in their everyday lives in Spanish.  They will be 
able to use language to talk about mobile phones, the use of the 
internet and social media. They will consolidate grammar and tenses 
already studied in year 9 and apply this knowledge to new verbs and 
language. They will be assessed in listening and writing skills on this 
topic.  
 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. In your books, make a list of 20 items of vocabulary youwould need 
to discuss this topic e.g. mobile phone,  

a. computer etc.  and then write 10 sentences including all 
b. the words 

2. Go to www.languagesonline.org.uk  to revise the present tense 
verb endings. 

3. Make a note of 3 things you understand and 1 question you have 

http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/


 

Theory 
Continue with body 
systems and move onto 
components of fitness. 
 
Practical Coursework 
  
Continue to work on 
assessing individual 
game/activity 

  
Understand the components of fitness and be able to identify and 
explain how they are required in different sporting situations. 
  
  
Focus in lessons on the individual games and assessing key skills and 
conditioned games. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Identify the different components of fitness. 
2. Which ones are most needed for your main sport? 
3. How would you rate yourself against each component on a scale of 

1-10 (10 being the highest)? 
 

 

Theory 
Unit 1 Media and sport 
 
 
Practical Coursework 
 Assessing individual 
game/activity (Table 
tennis and Badminton) 

  
Pupils learn about the relationship between sport and the media, 
evaluating media coverage 
  
Focus in lessons on the individual games and assessing key skills and 
conditioned games for badminton 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. How are sports portrayed in the media (TV and newspapers)? 
a. Are they all equally covered? If not, why not? 
b. Which sports dominate coverage and why? 

 

Crime and Punishment 
 
 
 
Charity Unit 

Law and society – how it works 
Transferable literacy and numeracy. 
Higher level thinking skills. 
Identifying key information and making good choices. 
Considering others. 
Using skills to improve life for others. 
Transferable literacy and numeracy skills 

NEA Project:  
Flatpack Biomimicry 
Lamp: Research,Design 
and Development. Make 
and Evaluate 

 
Unit 3 Materials 

Unit 3: Materials and their working properties 
Papers and Boards 
Timbers 
Metals and Alloys 
Polymers 
Textiles 
Students need to: 
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• Know the Primary Sources and Production 

• Be able to recognise characteristics of different materials 

• Understand how the physical and working properties of a range of 
materials affect performance. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

Unit 3 Properties of materials 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zjgyb82/revision/1 This contains 
most of the materials you will require to enhance your learning for this 
topic.  
Work through slides 1-6 and complete the test: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zjgyb82/test  
 
Extension Task: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I5g9-4fx60A 
watch this lecture on ending Plastic waste. How will it benefit the world 

a. Socially - People and their lives. (Developed world)  
b. Economically Who will benefit and why?  
c. Environmentally  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aqeulFxqT1Y 
If you want to know more visit the Ellen Macarthur 
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/ 

 

Complete 
Teamwork Skills 
 
 
Digital skills 
 
 

 

Students will be able to: 
● participate in individual and group activities 

● give and obtain constructive feedback to/from  team members 
 
Students will be able to: 

● understand e-safety Understand uses of digital skills and tools 

● use able to use digital tools to find and present information 

● be able to review own digital skills and identify areas for 

development 

 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zjgyb82/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zjgyb82/test
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I5g9-4fx60A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aqeulFxqT1Y
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/


 

Designing & Making 
Principles FPT 1 
(focussed practical task) 

 
Core technical principles 

 
Specialist technical 
principles 

 
 

Students will continue and complete the Tote bag. They will complete 
an evaluation, peer and self assessment of the outcome. 
 
Students will continue with building their knowledge and understanding 
of the core and specialist technical principles of Technology. This will 
be assessed through an end of term written exam paper. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Sketch, photograph, collect as many images as you can of 
garment construction techniques that inspire/ interest you.  

2. Look at pockets/ pleats/ hem finishes etc. 

 

 


