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Subject Topics to be 
covered 

Key Learning 

 

Main topics: 
‘An Inspector Calls’ 
or ‘The Woman in 
Black’  
 

AND 
 

‘A Christmas Carol 
or ‘Dr Jekyll and Mr 
Hyde’ 
 

Other topics:  
Non-fiction extracts 
19th century extracts 

Students will return to their study of either ‘An Inspector Calls’ or ‘The Woman 
in Black’ and later on in the half term ‘A Christmas Carol’ or ‘Dr Jekyll and Mr 
Hyde’. They read the full text and explore the plot, characters and themes in 
detail.  Students will develop skills to analyse how the language, form, 
structure and context of the texts create meanings and effects as well as 
develop skills to maintain a critical style and informed personal response. 
 
As well as revising the two named texts ’this half term, students will be 
introduced to a range of non-fiction extracts and 19th century extracts.  

Pre-exposure 
homework 
 

1. Collect notes from Y10 on each text and ensure that each set texts has 
been re-read in preparation for revision.  

2. Visit BBC Bitesize and make notes on each set text.  
3. Visit Mr Bruff’s YouTube channel 

(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCM2vdqz-7e4HAuzhpFuRY8w) and 
make notes on each of the set texts.  

 

Edexcel GCSE (9-1) 
Biology Topic 7 
Animal Coordination, 
Control and 
Homeostasis 

● What are hormones? 
● What is the importance of homeostasis in controlling temperature, 

blood glucose and water in the body? 

● What is the menstrual cycle and how is it controlled? 
● How do the kidneys work? 

Pre-exposure 
homework 
 

1. Draw a diagram of the human torso. Watch the video and label on 
examples of glands and the hormones they secrete 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9M-pn8kSKxI 

2. Watch the video and make a list of ways the body used to control body 
temperature and the level of water in the body 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e4YbdGBvFAE 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCM2vdqz-7e4HAuzhpFuRY8w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9M-pn8kSKxI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e4YbdGBvFAE


 

C18 Rates of 
reaction 
C19 Heat Energy 
Changes in 
Chemical Reactions 

● How can changes in conditions affect the rates of reactions? 
● How can we investigate rates of reaction? 
● How does the speed of particles affect rates of reaction? 
● What is a catalyst and how do they work? 

What are exothermic and endothermic reactions? 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Watch the fuse school videos on rates of reaction 
(https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLwuiM1RZUp3-t-
FaXpoXUzBqH_-9khTu0).  

2. Write a summary of the key ideas as you watch. 

 

Edexcel GCSE (9-1)  
 
P10 Electricity  
(continued ) 

 
● Define current, charge and voltage? 
● Describe common electrical safety features are there in the home? 
● How do you calculate current, voltage, power and energy transferred? 
● Design and draw simple circuit diagrams  

Pre-exposure 
homework 
 

1. Research how to wire a UK plug.  
2. What do the different wire colours represent? 
3. What are the safety features in a plug and how do they work? 

 

Edexcel GCSE (9-1) 
Combined Science 
 
CB6 Plant 
Structures and their 
Functions 

● Photosynthesis and how different factors affect its rate 
● How the rate of water uptake by a plant is affected by different factors 
● How the reactants for and products of photosynthesis are transported 
● Plant specialised cells (palisade, root hair, xylem and phloem cells) 

Pre-exposure 
homework 
 

1. Search for and watch this video on YouTube to prepare you for your 
continued study of Photosynthesis - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xEhvsXG8cNs  (13:33min long) 

Edexcel GCSE (9-1) 
Combined Science 
 
CB7 Animal 
Coordination, 
Control and 
Homeostasis 
 

● What are hormones? 
● What is the importance of homeostasis in controlling temperature, 

blood glucose and water in the body? 
● What is the menstrual cycle and how is it controlled? 

 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Draw a diagram of the human torso.  

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLwuiM1RZUp3-t-FaXpoXUzBqH_-9khTu0
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLwuiM1RZUp3-t-FaXpoXUzBqH_-9khTu0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xEhvsXG8cNs
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 2. Watch the video and label on examples of glands and the hormones they 

secrete https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9M-pn8kSKxI 

Edexcel GCSE (9-1) 
Combined Science 
 
CB8 Exchange and 
Transport in Animals 

 

● What factors affect the rate of diffusion? 
● How does the human circulatory system work? 
● What is the importance of respiration? 
● How can rates of respiration be investigated? 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Look up a diagram of the human heart. Try to learn the parts.  
2. Look up diagrams of the heart structures of different animals and make a 

list of the similarities and differences between them. 
3. Using your knowledge from KS3 and what you have already learned in 

GCSE research the equation for respiration and made notes below each 
reactant and product to say how you think it gets into or out of the body. 

Edexcel GCSE (9-1) 
Combined Science 
 
CC14 Rates of 
Reaction 

● How do changes in conditions affect the rate of reactions? 
 

Pre-exposure 
homework 
 

1. Watch the video: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zct4fcw/video 

Edexcel GCSE (9-1) 
Combined Science 
 
CC15 Heat Energy 
Changes in 
Chemical Reactions 

● What are exothermic and endothermic reactions? 
● How can heat changes in solution be investigated? 
● How are energy changes in reactions calculated? 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Go on YouTube and watch the following video starring Professor Poliakoff 
● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QfC9kifJyWI 

Edexcel GCSE (9-1) 
Combined Science  
  
CP7&8 Energy - 
Forces Doing Work 

● How is energy in a system changed and how to you calculate the 
power of a machine? 

● How do you use vectors to work out the effect of forces on an object? 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9M-pn8kSKxI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9M-pn8kSKxI
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zct4fcw/video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QfC9kifJyWI


& Forces and Their 
Effects   

 

Pre-exposure 
Homework 

1. Revise the difference between vector and scalar quantities from CP1 
Motion. 

Edexcel GCSE (9-1) 
Combined Science  
  
CP9  Electricity and 
Circuits 

● What is current, charge and voltage? 

● How do you calculate current, voltage, power and energy transferred? 
● What common electrical safety features are there in the home? 

 

Pre-exposure 
Homework 

1. Using the internet and textbooks research electric currents and then write 
three sentences stating what electrical current is, how some insulators can 
become charged and the units for electrical current. 

Edexcel GCSE (9-1) 
Combined Science 
 
CP12 Particle Model 

● How do you calculate density, specific heat capacity and latent heat 
capacity? 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

2. Make a revision resource of CC1 States of Matter. 

 

Me, myself and I  Students will:    

• Research and respond to a range of artists who explore personal identify 
in their work. 

• Use their recording skills to produce a series of detailed observational self 
portraits. 

• Produce a thoughtful collage of personal memorabilia.( max size A2). 

• Develop responses to create a final outcome inspired by Portraiture. 

• Resources will be available on google classroom 
 

class code is - eyyr9xd 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

The Students have all been given a summer research task. 
 
Part 1 Artist research 
Part 2 - photography 

 
Any visits to galleries would also enrich the wider understanding of art – take 
photos if possible or collect leaflets. 
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GCSE APPLIED BUSINESS 

 

R066 Market and 
Pitch a Business 
Proposal 
 
(Project worth 25% 
of overall GCSE) 

Students will then complete the final two activities from their coursework: 
 

● Task 3: Pitch your proposal to an audience. 
● Task 4: Develop a proposal for a business challenge 

By the end of this half term students should have completed the second 
project and are likely to have improvements to make following the Christmas 
break 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Students will be making their proposals to external business visitors during 
this half term therefore it is essential that they practice their presentations 
numerous times to ensure a professional delivery. 

2. Students should practice this at home and feedback from parents would 
therefore be very helpful. 

 

Complete Unit 5: 
Finance  
 
 

They will learn about the different sources of finance and how businesses 
track cash flow.  Students will then carry out break even analysis on a variety 
of different products. 
 
Finally, students will learn the difference between cost, revenue and profit and 
develop the skills needed to assess the financial performance of the firm. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zpsvr82 
1. Students should visit GCSE Bitesize Business and then select the Finance 

unit.   
a. There are five learner guides to read and a series of video clips to 

illustrate the points being made.  
b. Students should work through these short tasks and attempt the 

practice tests in each topic area. 

 

Unit 2:  
NEA 
 
 
 
 
Unit 2: L03 
Practical work 
 
 

Students will continue to gain an understanding of the different types of 
nutrients needed to maintain a healthy lifestyle. They will research and study 
the differences and similarities between teenagers' diets and adults, and plan 
a range of suitable dishes to meet the needs of both dietary requirements. 
This research will be used in their final NEA (Non- Examined Assessment) 
 
Students will continue to develop high level practical skills to produce a wide 
range of dishes individually and  in small groups. They will explore the 
aspects of the NEA with a practice on how to plan, trial, cook and serve a 
three course meal or range of dishes for a target group or target catering 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zpsvr82


 

 
outlet. They will produce an individual portfolio to support the making and 
accompaniments of a range of food commodities. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Watch a current TV food programme.  
2. Remember some of the presentation techniques used by the chefs, which 

ones could you use in your final products? 

 

Mock exam 
 
 
Global Issues 

Students will complete a mock exam in French, and will carry out a series of 
post-exam activities to build their skills in the areas they found most difficult.  
 
They will then begin the topic of Environment and global issues. They will 
continue to develop exam skills, and practise speaking, writing, and 
understanding the language based on this topic area. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Students should use www.memrise.com or www.quizlet.com to revise 
vocabulary for their examinations  

2. Students should complete revision exercises in their purple AQA 
workbooks on topics we have studied. 

 

Changing Cities 
 

 

A study of Sao Paulo investigating the growth of population within the city and 
the impacts this has had in terms of economic, social and environmental 
factors. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Where is Sao Paulo? What sort of City is it? Does it fit the Burgess 
Model? 

2. How has it changed over time? What has the city done to respond to the 
challenges that overpopulation brings? 

 

Mock Exam 
 
Technology in 
everyday life 

Students will complete a mock exam in German and will carry out a series of 
post-exam activities to build their skills in the areas they found most difficult.  
Students will learn key vocabulary to talk about technology. We will focus on 
developing reading and listening skills.  We will also develop our knowledge of 
recognition of different tenses in written texts. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Students should learn the vocabulary on all  topics using quizlet 
2. Students should www.languagesonline to revise tenses. 

 

Health & the People, 
c1000 to the present 
day 
 
 

Students will continue to develop their extended writing and communication 

skills through the completion of AQA examination questions. Through this 

process they will also develop the historical skills required to make progress 

and achieve in the subject.  

 

http://www.memrise.com/
http://www.quizlet.com/
http://www.languagesonline/
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Upon completion of the Vietnam unit,  students will commence developing 

their contextual knowledge and understanding in relation to key issues 

associated with being ill in medieval times, including: 

● The influence of Arab medicine 

● The influence of Hippocrates and Galen 

● What did medieval people think made them ill, who would treat them 

and what treatments did medieval practitioners use? 

● What factors helped or hindered medical progress? 
 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Watch the following link and record why ancient Muslim doctors were so 
significant:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4g8a2nb4KsM 

2. What were the ‘four humours’? You may wish to watch the following link to 
help your research: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9tx1zlbtHAw 

3. What did medieval people think made them ill? Research the key question 
and record as many examples as you can from the wide range of beliefs 

people at the time had about what made them ill. 

 

Data Dashboards 

 
● How to select and analyse large data sets using data manipulation 

techniques 

● How to produce a dashboard to summarise data using appropriate 
presentation techniques. 

 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

Go to https://edu.gcfglobal.org/en/excelformulas/about-this-tutorial/1/ 
to understand how to use spreadsheets to manipulate data 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4g8a2nb4KsM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9tx1zlbtHAw
https://edu.gcfglobal.org/en/excelformulas/about-this-tutorial/1/


 

Mock exams 
 
Newspapers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Component 3: 
Creating the Media 

Preparation for and sitting of a Component 2 mock exam 
 
Preparation for Component 1 Section A of the GSCE exam 
Newspapers Introduction & overview 

Set Products: The Guardian and The Sun 

Analysis: The Guardian and The Sun in terms of Language and 
Representation (issues, age, ethnicity) 

Comparative analysis with other products 

Preparation for Component 1 Section B of the GSCE exam 
Industry and The Sun – consideration of key issues such as, ownership, 
context, political leaning etc as well as target audience, readership, 
responses. 

Students will receive final feedback on their coursework assignments started 

in the summer term – 30% of final GCSE Grade 

Week Beginning 17/12 – submission of FINAL version of product(s) and 
Statement of Aims 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

NEWPAPERS 
1. Look at as many newspaper front pages as possible – either the real thing 

if you get newspapers at home or if not, on-line (just search ‘newspaper 
front pages’ in images).  

a. Think about the ways in which design and content use things like 
colour, images, written information and layout to appeal to different 
audiences/readership.  

2. Look at front pages of 2 different newspapers on the same day (again 
you can do this on line).  

a. Do they cover the same stories? If yes, how does their coverage 
differ?  

b. Do they cover different stories? If yes, what stories have they 
chosen and why do you think this is? 
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Controlled 
Assessment 
 

 

Students will complete their second performance in a controlled assessment 
in November. From this experience they will start preliminary planning for their 
Brief composition in February. Students will complete their first overview of 
the listening exam – looking at wider listening as well as dictation and musical 
analysis questions 
 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Think of ways to consolidate and revise the vocabulary needed for the 
listening exam – flash cards etc …., 

 

Component 2- 
Performance text 
20% of qualification. 
 

 

● Students will study extracts from the play ‘The Curious Incident of the 
Dog in the Night Time by Mark haddon and adapted to the stage by 
Simon Stephens 

● They will use the practitioner frantic assembly to physically interpret 
the script creating a performance to show their practical skills. 

● Students will work towards a practical exam in January/ February 
which is externally moderated by a visiting examiner.     

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Students should use LIVE theatre notes to reflect upon the performance of 
the play seen at the theatre royal. 

2. Students should read the script to become familiar with the vocabulary 
and plot. 

 

Continue with 
pathways  for 
learning 
  
  
  
Boys follow a games 
based programme. 

Making informed decisions about a fit and healthy lifestyle. Students will 
experience a mix of core activities and pathways. The pathways allow the 
students to make choices about the nature of the activity they enjoy and will 
sustain them into adult life and which will motivate their learning. Pathways 
run across the first term. 
 
Boys focus on decision making, working in teams, and making informed 
healthy choices. Developing organisational skills, team tactics and being more 
responsible for their learning. 

 

Pre-exposure 
homework 
 

Do intensive exercise 3 times a week for at least 20 minutes 



 

Religion, Peace and 
Conflict 

A continuation of our study of religious views linked to peace and conflict in 
the modern world. 
 

Pre-exposure 
homework 
 
 

1. Find out about examples of those focussed on peaceful protest OR those 
aiming to help the victims of War. 

a. We will be focussing on Christian and Buddhist approaches. 

 
 

Mock exam 
 
 
 
Social  issues  

 

Students will complete a mock exam in Spanish, and will carry out a series of 
post-exam activities to build their skills in the areas they found most difficult.  
Students will learn key vocabulary to talk about social issues within society 
and lifestyles of young people.  We will focus on developing reading and 
listening skills.  We will also develop our knowledge of recognition of different 
tenses in written texts. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 
 

1. Students should use www.memrise.com or www.quizlet.com to revise 
vocabulary for their examinations  

2. Students should www.languagesonline to revise tenses.. 

 

Theory 
Paper 1 review and 
complete teaching of 
paper 2 topics. 
Practical 
Coursework 

  

  
 Mock exam preparation and review. Learning: Commercialisation and sport 
ethical issues in sport,  
  
 Complete analysis and evaluation coursework 

Pre-exposure 
homework  

Revise for mock exam 

 

Theory 
Unit RO51 
Contemporary 
issues in sport 
Practical 
Coursework 
Outdoor education 
Unit 

  
Revise for mock exam and preparation for January exam 
  
  
  
 
Complete written account of safety required for outdoor and adventurous 
activities. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

Revise contemporary issues in sport for Mock exam. 

http://www.memrise.com/
http://www.quizlet.com/
http://www.languagesonline/
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Communicating 
effectively; functional 
language skills. 
 
 

Transferable skills to feed into all curriculum areas re effective communication 
– oral and written, explanations, effective structure and language used for 
purpose. 
 
 
 

Higher Tier  

 

Key learning: For full details please look in the specification at 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300 and search for the code below. 
 

Further Equations 
and Graphs 

A17, A18, A12, A11, A21 

Sketching Graphs A12 

Direct and Inverse 
Proportion 

R10, R13, R14 

Inequalities A22 

Pre-exposure 
homework 
 

Find out what different types of graphs look like including linear, quadratic, 
cubic, exponential and reciprocal. 

Foundation 

 

Inequalities  A22 

Pythagoras’ 
Theorem 

G20 

Simultaneous 
Equations 

A19, A21 

Algebra and Graphs A17, A21 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Find out where you would use Pythagoras’ Theorem in real life 
applications. 

2. Review linear equations and make sure you can still solve them. 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300


 

Career Planning 
 

Students will be able to: 
● identify suitable careers based on personal strengths 
● recognise suitable jobs or training opportunities 
● produce a CV in a format appropriate for seeking employment 
● understand how to apply for jobs or training opportunities 
● take part in an interview  
● identify personal strengths and areas for improvement  following  an 

interview 
 

 

● Designing & 
Making 
Principles (NEA- 
non examined 
assessment) 
 
 

● Core technical 
principles 
 

● Specialist 
technical 
principles 

Students will continue their development samples to create a final design  that 
fully meets the requirements of the identified user group. 
 
Students will continue to engage in a variety of revision activities to enhance 
their knowledge in preparation for their GCSE Technology exam 
 
 

 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Create a range of revision tools for core and specialist principals using 
notes and mark schemes 

 

 

GCSE Major Project 
NEA based on 
selected Context 
provided by the 
exam Board. 
 
Unit 2 Energy, 
Materials, Systems 
and Devices. 

 

A02: 
Developed Ideas of structure, refinement and development of ideas.  
Manufacturing and analysing ideas, sketches and CAD visuals.   Client 
feedback and manufacturing final prototype. 
A03: 
Trialling and manufacturing Card test models using CAD and the laser cutter. 
Planning for manufacture: Flow chart, cutting lists and orthographic drawings. 
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Pre-exposure 
homework 

Unit 2 Energy, Materials, Systems and Devices. 
Visit https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zf8ck2p/revision/1 
This contains most of the materials you will require to enhance your learning 
for this topic.  
Work through slides 1-6 and complete the test: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zf8ck2p/test 
 
Extension Task: Unit 2 Chapter 8.  Modern Materials Graphene 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dQCJpYR0og8 
What makes the material sustainable? Why is it good for the environment? 
What materials from finite resources could it replace? What properties does it 
have? Name 5 uses.   What disadvantages could you foresee?  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zf8ck2p/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zf8ck2p/test
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dQCJpYR0og8

