
 

 
 

YEAR 8: CURRICULUM OVERVIEW (Feb-Mar 2021) 1 

Subject Topics to be 
covered 

Key Learning 

 

Urban/Man made world 
 
Unit 2 
Fantastical Architecture  

All students will : 
● research and analyse the work of  Gaudi 
● continue to explore mark making and drawing to create 

experimental sketchbook responses 
● Develop 2D drawing into 3D cardboard relief outcomes 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Research the work of Gaudi 
a. What do you find inspiring about his style? 

 

Rhetoric 
Speeches 
Advertising 
Persuasion in Literature 

Students will complete a comprehensive study of the concepts of 
ethos, pathos and logos in rhetoric through a range of fiction and 
non-fiction texts, including Martin Luther King’s ‘I have a dream..’ 
speech. Students will have opportunities to collaborate with their 
peers and showcase their persuasive skills in a speaking and 
listening assessment. 

*One lesson per fortnight will focus on improving writing. 

*One lesson per fortnight will focus on skills for reading and reading 
for pleasure. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 
 
 
 

1. Watch famous speeches on YouTube including Obama, 
Churchill and Malala Yousafzai 

2. Find three adverts and annotate their language and 
structure features 

3. Read advertising editorials in newspapers such as The 
Guardian and The Telegraph 



 

Developing basic cooking 
skills 

Year 8 will continue to develop their cooking repertoire by preparing 
delicious and nutritious home cooked food with the skill focus being 
‘rubbing in’,and nutritional content by producing a scone based 
pizza and fruit crumble. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

Look at the different toppings on pizzas in supermarkets, how can 
you add more colour through different vegetables? 

 

Holidays Year 8 will be continuing the topic of Holidays, and developing their 
vocabulary and communication skills to be able to talk about: 

- what kind of holidays they enjoy 
- where they like to go on holiday 
- what they like to do on holiday. 

By Easter they should have covered some transactional situations 
commonly encountered on holiday as well as learning to have a 
conversation with a French person about holiday preferences. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Over half term use your French exercise book and quizlet to 
revise any of the language you have been learning so far, 
trying to say it, pronounce it well and spell it. 

2. Try to write 20 sentences in French using any of the 
language that you have learned so far. If possible write them 
without looking at your books/vocab booklet for support. 

 

Economic Geography 

  

A study of economic activities and what they are like at different 
scales, from local to global.  

● The different sectors of employment.  
● What trade is and how it has become global. 
● How the UK economy has developed and our links with the 

rest of the world. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Research the global trading market – which countries trade 
the most and what goods are they trading? 

2. What is the tertiary sector? How many people work in this 
sector in  the UK?  Why is it so important to the UK? 
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My family and I Students will be able to describe their family/pets and consolidate 
their knowledge of ‘ser’ and ‘tener’ in all forms in the present tense. 
They will be able to use possessive adjectives such as 
‘my/your/his/her’ and start adding more detail to their written work, 
using connectives. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Use quizlet to learn family members 
2. Try to write 10  sentences in Spanish using any of the 

language that you have learned so far. If possible write them 
without looking at your books/vocab booklet for support 

 

Women’s Suffrage 
 

Students will learn about the attempts of female pioneers to secure 
the right to vote and consider how the status of women has evolved 
since the C19th. The unit will look at the different protest methods 
used by the suffragists and the suffragettes to achieve the vote, as 
well as how the government reacted to their respective methods. 
The service of women in WW1 & WW2 and its significance will also 
be looked at.  

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Think point! Do you think women have achieved full equality 
in the modern world? Record your thoughts in a PEE 
paragraph. 

2. Independent research. What were the key differences 
between the suffragists and the suffragettes? Record your 
findings using a diagram and/or illustrations. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Web design Students will complete their mini project 2 before moving onto the 
remaining Web Design project tasks. 
Students will deepen their understanding of  HTML and will learn 
how to link web pages into an overall website.  They will also 
consider what features make an effective website, before finalising 
their own website which demonstrates their new knowledge and 
skills. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

Students should have already completed the introductory activities 
about HTML at https://www.w3schools.com/html/default.asp. 
 
They should continue to develop their skills by completing some of 
the additional activities including:: 

● HTML Basic 
● HTML Headings 
● HTML Paragraphs 
● HTML Styles 
● HTML Colours 

 Fractions and Percentages  
● Convert fluently between fractions, decimals and 

percentages, including those greater than 100% 
● Calculate key fractions, decimals and percentages of an 

amount using calculator methods  
● Percentage increase and decrease using multipliers  
● Expressing one number as a fraction or percentage of 

another  
● Work with percentage change 

Standard index form 
● Investigate positive powers of 10  
● Work with numbers greater than 1 in standard form  
● Investigate negative powers of 10  
● Work with numbers between 0 and 1 in standard form  
● Compare and order numbers in standard form  
● Calculate with numbers in standard form  

Number sense  
● Rounding numbers to decimal places and significant figures  
● Estimating calculations  
● Calculate using order of operations 
● Calculate with money  
● Convert metric measures of length  
● Convert metric measures of weight and capacity  
● Solve problems involving time and the calendar] 

https://www.w3schools.com/html/default.asp
https://www.w3schools.com/html/default.asp
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Higher Extension  
Fractions and Percentages  

● Find original amount given a percentage (less than and 
greater than 100%) 

● Choose appropriate methods to solve complex percentage 
problems  

Standard index form 
● Understand and use negative and fractional indices with 

standard form  
Number sense  

● Understand and use error interval notation  
● Convert metric units of area  
● Convert metric units of volume  

Pre-exposure 
homework 

Here are some fractions, decimals and percentages short 
puzzles to extend students’ thinking with these skills 
https://nrich.maths.org/8467  
 
This is a nice activity linked to number sense where students 
think about what ‘1 million’ is in different contexts. When we 
learn about numbers it is helpful to ‘know’ what big numbers 
and small numbers would look like, to get an appreciation for 
the size involved. 
https://donsteward.blogspot.com/2009/04/size-of-million.html  
 
The website https://whiterosemaths.com/ is the scheme we 
follow in Key Stage 3 and as the term goes on they provide 
instructional videos (under ‘home learning’ tab) to support 
every step we teach.  

https://nrich.maths.org/8467
https://donsteward.blogspot.com/2009/04/size-of-million.html
https://whiterosemaths.com/


 

Variations This unit develops pupils’ ability to recognise, explore and make 
creative use of the elements of music found in variation form. Pupils 
begin this unit by working with a famous theme and exploring 
different musical ways in which this can be varied and developed, 
using the elements of music and exploring changes in tonality and 
rhythm. Pupils explore how composers have used variation form in 
a selection of music from different times and places.  

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Compose their own theme as a basis for variation. 
2. Ask English teachers to advise on plays and novels that 

explore the idea of telling a story from a number of different 
angles 

 

Games and gymnastic 
activities 

Pupils rotate activities each half term 
 
Pupils will experience a range of team and individual games. 
(Rugby,football, netball, badminton, table tennis and basketball) 
 
Pupils will be able to construct a floor routine and perform more 
advanced gymnastic moves (balances, roll’s and jumps). 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Reflect on last half terms activities: 
a. What did you improve? 
b. What do you still need to do better? 

 

Unit 3: How can 
philosophy and ethics 
help us answer big 
questions? 

Students will study key philosophers and analyse their views on 
religion. Alongside this students will look at some both philosophical 
and controversial topics such as religious experience, the relevance 
of religion in the 21st century and the problem of evil and suffering. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Create a research profile on Karl Marx - Who was he? What 
did he believe? What did he do? 

2. Create a table of why people may believe in God and why 
some people may not. 

3. Make a mind-map of big questions we cannot find the 
answers to scientifically. 
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8J Light ● How does light travel? 
● How do we use ray diagrams to investigate light? 
● What happens to light when it hits a reflective surface? 
● How do lenses work? 
● How do cameras and eyes work? 
● How do we get coloured light? 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Find out how a sundial works and make one of your own. 
2. Speak to someone who wears glasses, wears contact 

lenses or has had laser eye surgery. Ask them why this was 
necessary and what their eyesight was like beforehand. 

8L Earth & Space ● How was the model of our Solar System worked out? 
● How can you make a good scientific argument? 
● What causes day and night? 
● What causes eclipses? 
● What causes the seasons? 
● What is the Earth’s magnetic field? 
● How does gravity affect the Solar System? 
● What is beyond our Solar System? 

Pre-exposure 
homework 
 

1. Look at the current work of the European Space Agency 
https://www.esa.int/ and NASA https://www.nasa.gov/. 

2. Explore the work of our local Kielder observatory at 
Northumberland Dark Sky Park 
https://kielderobservatory.org/ 

https://www.esa.int/
https://www.esa.int/
https://www.nasa.gov/
https://www.nasa.gov/
https://kielderobservatory.org/
https://kielderobservatory.org/


 
 

 

My family and I Students will be able to describe their family/pets and consolidate 
their knowledge of ‘ser’ and ‘tener’ in all forms in the present tense. 
They will be able to use possessive adjectives such as 
‘my/your/his/her’ and start adding more detail to their written work, 
using connectives. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 
 
 
 

1. Use quizlet to learn family members 
2. Try to write 10  sentences in Spanish using any of the 

language that you have learned so far. If possible write them 
without looking at your books/vocab booklet for support 

 

 Tape Dispenser Project 

  

Students are manufacturing the tape dispenser and keeping a 
detailed diary in google classroom detailing tools processes and 
points to note after every practical session. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Who is Marcel Breuer? 
https://www.focuselearning.co.uk/programmes/?programme
=designers&page=marcel-breuer  

2. Name a piece of design he has created and explain 3 ways 
he is a modernist designer. 

https://www.focuselearning.co.uk/programmes/?programme=designers&page=marcel-breuer
https://www.focuselearning.co.uk/programmes/?programme=designers&page=marcel-breuer
https://www.focuselearning.co.uk/programmes/?programme=designers&page=marcel-breuer

