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Subject Topics to be 
covered 

Key Learning 

 

Unit 2 
Distorted Portrait 

  

All students will : 
● research and analyse the work of  a range of portrait artists who explore 

distortion 
● Develop skills in blending tone using paint 
● Develop skills in drawing from observation 
● Create a tonal Distorted self portrait 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Research the ‘The Weeping woman’ by Picasso  
a. Identify 3 ways in which he has distorted the face. 

 

Non-Fiction Texts and 
Creative Writing: 
IDENTITY 

Students will study a range of non-fiction texts in which writers relate personal 
experiences ranging from dramatic encounters to recounts of interesting travels 
and cultural experiences. Students will explore how writers use a range of 
language and structural techniques to convey meaning.  
Students will also produce their own pieces of travel writing making use of the 
techniques that they have studied such as varying sentence structures and 
lengths for effect as well as using adventurous vocabulary and punctuation to 
shape their writing.  The purpose of this creative writing is to engage the reader 
and give a sense of place.  
The skills they learn in this unit are assessed at GCSE in the English Language 
exam Paper 2. 

 

Pre-exposure 
homework 
 
 

1. Read a range of non-fiction texts with a travel theme  
(suggested website https://www.theguardian.com/uk/travel) 

2. Annotate a text to show a writer uses language and structural features to 
give a sense of place 
 



 

Unit 2:  
Building a food repertoire 
 

● To continue to develop students skills to prepare delicious and nutritious 
home cooked food suitable for different dietary needs 

● Students will know how to create a recipe and the basic principles for 
preparing a dish 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Look at the internet and research menus from local restaurants and 
pubs.  

a. Pick one menu that has a range of dishes on that could use food 
sourced locally.  

b. Explain why you would like to cook this dish. 

 

Set 1-2 Students will continue to learn about Francophone culture in terms of festivals 
and celebrations. They will continue to learn vocabulary and language to talk 
about celebrations both in the Francophone world, and their own experiences. 
Students will develop an understanding of past and future tenses and be able to 
use these in general conversation to talk about how they celebrate at home.  

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Use your French exercise book and quizlet to revise any of the language 
you have been learning so far, trying to say it, pronounce it well and 
spell it. 

2. Try to write 20 sentences in French using any of the language you have 
learned so far. If possible write them without looking at your 
books/vocab booklet for support. 

Set 3-5 
 
 

Alongside this students will be focussing on how to develop their listening, 
reading, and production skills using a variety of roleplay situations such as at 
the doctor’s, shopping, and conversations in a restaurant 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Students should  revise vocab for the topics above using 
www.memrise.com   and  www.quizlet.com  

2. Visit the website www.1jour1actu.fr ; a news website for young French 
children. Try to read some of the articles or listen to the videos for gist. 
Make a note of them in your book, and write what you understood for 
your teacher to see. 

http://www.memrise.com/
http://www.quizlet.com/
http://www.1jour1actu.fr/
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Diverse Asia ● To study the diverse nature of Asia as a continent. 
● The physical landforms found within Asia and the differing climates. 
● The people of Asia, the population structure and changes within Asia 

over the last 50 years. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Research the changes in China – produce a mind map to show the 
changes and challenges in China – use the bbc bitesize website to help 
you 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zvp39j6/revision/6 

2.  Produce a case study for a country within Asia, include maps, graphs 
and photographs, describe both the physical and human geography of 
the country. 

 

School life Students will finish talking about school life.  They will discuss differences 
between German and English school life and be able to describe activities they 
do in school.  We will then learn the future tense and discuss future plans and 
ideal school. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Use quizlet to revise any of the language you have been learning so far, 
trying to say it, pronounce it well and spell it. 

2. Try to write 20 sentences in German using any of the language that you 
have learned so far. If possible write them without looking at your 
books/vocab booklet for support. 

 

School life Students will finish talking about school life.  They will discuss differences 
between Spanish and English school life and be able to describe activities they 
do in school.  We will then learn the future tense and discuss future plans and 
ideal school. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Use quizlet to revise any of the language you have been learning so far, 
trying to say it, pronounce it well and spell it. 

2. Try to write 20 sentences in Spanish using any of the language that you 
have learned so far. If possible write them without looking at your 
books/vocab booklet for support. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zvp39j6/revision/6


 

The Holocaust Key learning focuses on the Holocaust.  Extended writing and source analysis 
skills are developed via GCSE style practice questions. Students will consider 
different sources of evidence, learning to recognise and develop an 
understanding of key skills like historical interpretation. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. What does the word Holocaust actualy mean? Write a keyword definition 
once you have found out the meaning of the word.  

2. Develop your causation skills- can you identify the main causes/reasons 
as to why the Holocaust happened 

3. Have we learnt from the Holocaust? Independent research task. Can 
you find any modern day examples of genocide?  

 

 

Photoshop Skills 
 

Students will complete their mini project 2 before moving onto the remaining 
activities in the Graphics and Storytelling project. 
 
They will develop a range of skills including: 

● How to manipulate graphical images to create a comic book using 
Photoshop 

● Combining editing skills to make a range of digital products 
● How to make effective use  of  tools in Photoshop 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

If students are back at school or have Photoshop at home then you should go 
to https://helpx.adobe.com/uk/photoshop/tutorials.html to develop your ability to 
edit images in Photoshop. 
 
If students continue with Live lessons from home then they should go to the 
website https://www.photopea.com/ and have a try uploading and editing 
images.  This website offers similar functionality to Photoshop.  

Higher maths 

 
 

Key learning: For full details please look in the specification at 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300 and search for the code below. 

Real Life Graphs A14, R14 

Ratio and Proportion 
 

N11, R3, R4, R5, R6, R7, R8 

Pre-exposure 
Homework 

Have a look on the topics listed above on MyMaths and see what you can teach 
yourself before they are taught in class. 

https://helpx.adobe.com/uk/photoshop/tutorials.html
https://www.photopea.com/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300
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Foundation maths 

 

Key learning: For full details please look in the specification at 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300 and search for the code below. 

Ratio and Proportion 
 

N11, R3, R4, R5, R6, R7, R8 

Probability P1, P4, P7 
Pre-exposure 
homework 

Have a look on the topics on listed above on MyMaths and see what you can 
teach yourself to be ahead. 

 

Musicals 
 

This unit explores songs and music from the stage, beginning with an 
exploration into “What makes up a musical?” Pupils explore the history and 
developments of elements of a musical, from their origins in opera, before 
exploring the impact of an “opening number” (‘All That Jazz’) in terms of chords 
and vamps, putting together a group performance. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Investigate the influence of certain musical styles of other countries on 
musicals e.g. investigating how Indian music has influenced the musical 
“Bombay Dreams”. 

2. Explore how certain pop bands are now having musicals written about 
them e.g. Queen and Abba. 

 

Girls 
Making Informed 
decisions about a fit and 
healthy lifestyle 
 
 
Boys –  
Football and fitness or 
basketball 
 

Students will have their first opportunity to decide for themselves which 
activities pathway best suits them. They may choose either a games pathway 
and look to apply decisions so that they can outwit their opponents or a dance 
pathway so that they extend the range of their communication of ideas and 
emotion. Developing leadership and coaching skills 
 
Football unit 2. (Sport Education model)Encouraging making and applying 
decisions, looking at tactics/formation and positional play and how to make 
informed choices about a healthy lifestyle. Opportunities to lead a session 
focussing upon skill coaching. Opportunity to referee and organise an event. 
 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300


 

AQA GCSE: Religion, 
Crime and Punishment 
 

Students will consider and debate the ethical issues surrounding crime and 
punishment, in particular the death penalty. Students will then apply a Christian 
and a Buddhist perspective to these issues, along with non-religious views to 
reach justified conclusions. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 
 
 

1. Research the death penalty 
a. Where still has it? How is it used? Why is it used?  

2. Research at least two Christian and Buddhist teachings about the use of 
the death penalty. 

3. Research the definition of a hate crime and find some examples on the 
Amnesty International website.  

4. Find a story where a victim has forgiven a criminal - would you be able 
to do the same in that situation? 

 

 
 

Edexcel GCSE (9-1) 
Biology 
 
B1 Key Concepts in 
Biology 
  

● What are the structures, functions and adaptations of different cells? 
● What changes have occurred in microscope technology allowing us to 

view items previously not seen? 
● What is the role of enzymes in biology and what affects how they 

function? 
● How can substances be transported into and out of cells? 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Go onto YouTube and search for ‘Introduction to cells’.  
a. Watch and video and make a list of the different cells you see. 
b. Use the internet to try to find out the ones you didn’t know. 

2. Use the internet to find out what objects can be seen with the naked eye 
and what needs a microscope.  

3. Use the internet to research different types of microscope.  
a. Think about the pros and cons of each of the different types. 

Edexcel GCSE (9-1) 
Chemistry  
 
C1 and C2 States of 
Matter and Methods of 
Separating and Purifying 
Substances 
 

● How to use information to predict the state of a substance 
● How the arrangement, movement, and energy of particles change during 

changes of state 
● How to use melting points to tell the difference between mixtures and 

pure substances 
● How to identify substances using melting points and chromatography 
● How different methods of separation work 
● How to choose a separation method based on the properties of the 

substances in the mixture 
Pre-exposure 
homework 

Do some research to find real-life examples of each of the separating 
techniques being used. Think about how you would explain why that 
technique is chosen for that particular job. 
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Edexcel GCSE (9-1) 
Physics  
 
P1 Motion 

● What is the difference between vectors & scalars? 
● How do you calculate speed and velocity? 
● How do you represent journeys on distance/time and speed/time 

graphs? 
● How do you calculate speed, acceleration and distance travelled? 
 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

Watch the following “Old car versus modern car crash test” video on YouTube: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TikJC0x65X0 

 

Gumball Dispenser Practical activity using the pillar drill, sanding disc and cutting and shaping tools 
to secure the jar to the wooden carcass and with the personalised mechanism.  

Pre-exposure 
Homework 

Visit: 
https://www.focuselearning.co.uk/programmes/?programme=mechanical-toys-w
ebgl&frompack=21 

1. What is a Cam?  
2. Name 4 types of Cams and explain how the movement changes. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TikJC0x65X0
https://www.focuselearning.co.uk/programmes/?programme=mechanical-toys-webgl&frompack=21
https://www.focuselearning.co.uk/programmes/?programme=mechanical-toys-webgl&frompack=21

