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Welcome to the February edition of our newsletter for Year 7 parents (and Year 5 and 6 

prospective parents).  Our students have, again, demonstrated amazing resilience, determination 

and commitment during this second period of working from home.  This newsletter celebrates all 

the fantastic extra-curricular reading that Year 7 students have been doing and features 

recommendations for avid readers looking for suggestions of what to read next.  You can find 

many of these books- and some new titles- in our school library.  Look out for ‘Seasons of War’ 

by Derek Landy, ‘A Clock of Stars’ by Francesca Gibbons, ‘The Tower of Nero’ by Rick Riordan and 

‘Football Crazy’ by Tony Bradman among the new stock! 

Don’t forget that you can find a copy of this newsletter- and previous editions- on our school 

website www.ponthigh.org.uk/transition.  For regular updates on transition and our Y7 

achievements and successes, follow us on twitter @Y7PontHigh.  Finally, if you have any queries 

specific to KS2-3 transition, please contact us via our dedicated e-mail address:  

Year6questions@ponthigh.org.uk 

 

 

Recommended by Year 7 Readers 

 

A Traveller in Time by Alison Uttley 

A much-loved time-slip novel which vividly captures life at the time of Mary, Queen of Scots. Penelope lives 
in the 20th Century, and it is only when she visits Thackers, a remote, ancient farmhouse, that she finds 
herself travelling back in time to join the lives of the Babington family, and watching helplessly as tragic 
events bring danger to her friends and the downfall of their heroine Mary, Queen of Scots, whom they are 
seeking to rescue. 

“I liked this book because it was exciting and full of adventures. It also had sad but also happy moments in it. I would 
read this book over and over again because there is always something going to happen on the next page and it 
inspired me to do lots of things.”  Tilly 

Asha & the Spirit Bird by Jasbinder Bilan 

Asha lives in the foothills of the Himalayas. Money is tight and she misses her papa who works in the city. 
When he suddenly stops sending his wages, a ruthless moneylender ransacks their home and her mother 
talks of leaving.  From her den in the mango tree, Asha makes a pact with her best friend, Jeevan, to find 
her father and make things right. But the journey is dangerous: they must cross the world's highest 
mountains and face hunger, tiredness - even snow leopards. And yet, Asha has the unshakeable sense that 
the spirit bird of her grandmother - her nanijee - will be watching over her. 

“This story is really good and I love how realistic it is! It feels so magical and overall I loved this book!”  Chloe 

 

 

The Explorer by Katherine Rundell 

From his seat in the tiny aeroplane, Fred watches as the mysteries of the Amazon jungle pass by below him.   
He has always dreamed of becoming an explorer, of making history and of reading his name amongst the 
lists of great discoveries. If only he could land and look about him.  As the plane crashes into the canopy, 
Fred is suddenly left without a choice.  He and the three other children may be alive, but the jungle is a vast, 
untamed place.  With no hope of rescue, the chance of getting home feels impossibly smal l. Except, it 
seems, someone has been there before them...  

“I recommend this book because it is a bit of a cliff hanger, makes you imagine a picture of what happens, it makes you 
feel what they feel.”  Lily 
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The House of One Hundred Clocks by AM Howell 

Helena and her parrot, Orbit, are swept off to Cambridge when her father is appointed clock -winder to one of 
the wealthiest men in England. There is only one rule: the clocks must never stop. But Helena discovers the 
house of one hundred clocks holds many mysteries; a ghostly figure, strange notes and disappearing winding 
keys... 

“It took a few chapters to get into this book, but once hooked, I really enjoyed it.  Howells is great at 
creating plot twists, red herrings and mysterious clues and the narrative races towar ds a thrilling 
ending.  The protagonist, Helena, is an admirable heroine:  brave, tenacious and kind and, as a 
reader, I was left wanting to find out more about what happens to her in the future.  I’d recommend 
this book to avid readers from year 5 to year 8.”  Mrs Routledge 

 

 

The Valley of Lost Secrets by Lesley Parr 

September 1939.  When Jimmy is evacuated to a small village in Wales, it couldn't be more different from 
London. Green, quiet and full of strangers, he instantly feels out of place. But then he finds a skull hidden in 
a tree, and suddenly the valley is more frightening than the war.  

Who can Jimmy trust? His brother is too little; his best friend has changed. Finding an ally in someone he 
never expects, they set out together to uncover the secrets that lie with the skull. What  they discover will 
change Jimmy - and the village - forever. 

“I just finished reading this book and really enjoyed it! it makes me feel like I'm really there and I really like 
the author's style.”  Chloe 

“This is a thrilling and touching story about change, family, and friendship, and also about giving people the 
chance to surprise you.  It is a mystery story but it gives a brilliant insight into the evacuee experience, 
showing both positives and negatives from both sides.”  Miss Laws 

 
Time Riders by Alex Scarrow 

Liam O’Connor should have died at sea in 1912.  Maddy Carter should have died on a plane in 2010.  Sal Vikram should 

have died in a fire in 2026. 

Yet moments before death, someone mysteriously appeared and said, ‘Take my hand ...’  But Liam, Maddy and Sal 

aren’t rescued. They are recruited by an agency that no one knows exists, with only one purpose—to fix broken history. 

Because time travel is here, and there are those who would go back in time and change the past. That’s why the time 

riders exist: to protect us. To stop time travel from destroying the world...  

“Time Riders is a good book series as it talks about the past and is intriguing as it always keeps you on the 

edge.”  Kairon 

The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas by John Boyne 

If you do start to read this book, you will go on a journey with a nine-year-old boy called Bruno. And sooner 
or later you will arrive with Bruno at a fence.  We hope you never have to cross such a fence.  

“I liked the book because it was very informative about what happened to Jewish people in Germany in the 
war. Although it has a sad ending it shows a lot of lessons about life and how whatever people’s religion or 
race we should not judge that.”  George 

 


