
Dear Applicant,

‘Why does multiplying two negative numbers together result in a positive number?’

It’s often the fundamental concepts of Maths such as the one above that can be the most
difficult to understand and the most difficult to teach. In the Maths Department at Ponteland
High School our focus is on adapting how we teach Maths in order to improve student
understanding. Maths is not a collection of distinct topics and procedures that need to be
memorised. It is a broad and rich subject that helps us to understand the world around us.
Maths isn’t a subject to be learned passively and as such, it’s our aim to encourage our
students to engage fully in their learning of the subject.

It’s a privilege to work in a school with such a talented staff and excellent students. Our
students consistently achieve fantastic results at GCSE and at A Level. However, we are
always trying to improve in order to ensure that our students achieve their full potential. We
believe that these improvements can be made by adapting our curriculum to better facilitate
student understanding of Maths. As such, the department is on a journey to put excellent
Maths pedagogy at the centre of everything we do. In our school, we are fortunate that a
large proportion of our meeting time is spent working in our curriculum teams. We spend the
majority of this time focusing on things that will impact directly on what we are doing in the
classroom.

The past two years have seen a number of developments for the Maths department. As the
school opened its doors to Year 7 and Year 8 students for the first time in September 2019,
the department grew from a team of eight to a team of twelve staff. Everyone in our team is
a Maths specialist and brings their own wealth of knowledge and experience to the
department. In addition, the leadership team within the department is relatively new in post. I
have been in my current post as Raising Achievement Leader for two years as has our
Raising Achievement Deputy and one of our Raising Achievement Coordinators. I’m sure
they won’t mind me speaking for them, despite the challenges that COVID has brought us
over the last academic year, we have thoroughly enjoyed working within such a talented
team and we are looking forward to continuing our focus on pedagogy as schools return to
normal. In November 2020, we moved into our new school site. Teaching in state of the art
facilities has been fantastic and, as the Covid restrictions are relaxed, we look forward to
making the most of them.

In developing our Key Stage 3 curriculum, our hope is that our students enjoy Maths, that
they feel supported and that they are given the time to fully understand the key concepts
necessary to enable them to be confident as they progress to Key Stage 4. With a strong
foundation in these key concepts, as students progress through Years 9,10 and 11 our aim is
to help our students to develop into independent and resilient learners.  The legacy of our
successful Maths department means that year on year we recruit ambitious and capable
students into our Maths classes at KS5; both A Level Maths and Further Maths are thriving
in our department making Maths the most popular subject in our sixth form. Throughout their
journey in Maths, it is a privilege watching students develop confidence, excitement and
passion for our subject.

I look forward to meeting you soon.



Yours Faithfully,

David Harding

Raising Achievement Leader in Maths


