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Subject Topics to be 
covered 

Key Learning 

 

Manga art work In this unit, students will continue to explore Manga style artwork. 
They will be analysing the work of a number of Manga artists and 
responding to this work in a written and visual form 
This research will be developed into a Manga style comic strip 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

Research the work of the following artists - you could find examples of their 
work, find 3 facts about them and practice drawing in their style.  

● Tezuka Osamu 
● Toriyama Akira 
● Matsumoto Leiji 
● Urasawa Naoki 
● Akatsuka Fujio 
● Takahashi Rumiko 
● Fujiko F Fujio 

 

A study of John 

Steinbeck’s ‘Of Mice and 

Men’ 

In this module, students will complete a study of Steinbeck’s ‘Of 
Mice and Men’ and are encouraged to buy their own books to 
annotate. This study will be supported by fiction and non-fiction texts 
exploring the rise and fall of the ‘American Dream’, the impact of the 
Great Depression and the Dust Bowl, and contextualising life in the 
roaring twenties.  

Pre-exposure 
homework 
 

1. Research John Steinbeck and create an author profile 

2. Complete some research on what life was like in America in 

the 1930s- find out about The American Dream, The Great 

Depression and the Dust Bowl. Create a detailed mind map 

of all you find out.  

EXT: Find famous poetry from the 1920s and explore what life 

would have been like during that time 
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Through a variety of 
research and practical 
tasks students will cover 
most of the criteria to set 
by ‘Sainsbury’s 2 Star 
Chef Award’ 

Students will: 
Plan, develop and make a range of meal options for a young people 
that will enhance their cooking skills and investigate their own 
dietary needs, eg. layered pasta salad and vegetarian cheat 
lasagna 
 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Investigate religious food practices around the world.  
2. Prepare a short talk/ presentation on one religion, and its 

links to food. 

 

Holidays / Transactional 
Language 

Students will be learning to have the kinds of conversations you 
would have if you went to France on holiday eg. at the café, in the 
hotel, asking for directions, at the pharmacy. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Look at some French websites for hotels in France 
a. Can you understand what the sites say about the 

hotels without using a dictionary or translating the 
pages?  

b. Write down some of the words you have learned in 
your book 

2. Think of some common illnesses or ailments you might have 
on holiday which you would need to ask a pharmacist about  

a. Can you find the French for these ailments online? 

 

Glaciation In this unit we will study Glaciation. How does ice change the world? 

How erosion and transportation create glacial landforms and 

identifying glacial landforms on OS maps. How the distribution of ice 

around the world changes through time. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Make a dictionary of 15 key glacial terms eg Corrie visit 

https://www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse/geography/glaciers to help 

with this 

2. Identify 5 different landforms found in glacial areas – 

describe what they look like and explain how they are 

formed within the ice – use the bbc bitesize website to help 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zpcqxnb 

https://www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse/geography/glaciers
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zpcqxnb
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Description of self and 
others 

Students are now encouraged to give opinions using the verbs 
‘mögen’ (to like) ‘lieben’(to love), ‘hassen’ (to hate).  They will 
discuss the physical appearance and character of themselves and 
others and use comparatives and superlatives to compare family 
members. 
 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Use the website www.languagesonline.org.uk  to learn 
physical descriptions of yourself and others.  Choose 
‘Deutsch’ then ’ Beginners-  ‘Wie siehst du aus?’.  
Complete the exercises 

2. Make a quizlet with at least 10 of these new words from the 
previous task.  

 

The changing role of 
women 

The unit looks at how the lives of women in Britain have changed 
from the 1800s to the present day. The unit will look at key events 
and turning points over the course of the period studied, such as the 
participation of women in World War One & Two and women getting 
the vote. The unit is framed by focusing on the key historical 
concepts of continuity and change. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

Think!  
1. Without conducting any research, write a PEE(L) paragraph 

explaining what you think the key similarities and differences 
would be between the lives of women in 1800 and now. 

2. Interview an adult female member of your family or an adult 
female  family friend. Ask between 5-10 questions to find out 
how they believe the lives of women have changed over the 
course of their life so far. To what extent do their responses 
support your PEE paragraph?  

3. Research the following key terms and writes down a 
definition of them: 

a. Suffrage 
b. Suffragist 
c. Suffragette 

http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
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Computer Programming ● To understand what computational thinking involves 

● To understand how coding is used to write instructions for a 

computer program 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

Work through each section of 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zp92mp3/revision 

to introduce you to computational thinking 

Year 8 Higher 

Probability 

Scale Drawings and Measures 

 

Year 8 Foundation 

Angles in parallel lines and polygons  

● Understand and use basic angles rules and notations  

● Investigate angles between parallel lines and the transversal 

● Identify and calculate with co-interior, alternate and corresponding angles  

● Solve complex problems with parallel line angles  

● Constructions triangles and special quadrilaterals  

● Investigate the properties of special quadrilaterals  

● Identify and calculate with sides and angles in special quadrilaterals  

● Understand and use the properties of diagonals of quadrilaterals  

● Understand and use the sum of exterior and interior angles of any polygon 

● Calculate and use the sum of the interior angles in any polygon  

● Calculate missing interior angles in regular polygons  

 

Higher only  

● Prove simple geometric facts  

● Construct an angle bisector and a perpendicular bisector of a line segment.  

 

Area of trapezia and circles  

● Calculate the area of triangles, rectangles and parallelograms  

● Calculate the area of a trapezium 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zp92mp3/revision
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zp92mp3/revision
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zp92mp3/revision
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● Calculate the perimeter and area of compound shapes  

● Investigate the area of a circle  

● Calculate the area of a circle and part circles with and without a calculator  

● Calculate the perimeter and area of compound shapes  

 

Line symmetry and reflection  

● Recognise line symmetry  

● Reflect a shape in a horizontal, vertical or diagonal line when the shape touches and 

doesn’t touch the line 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

As the term goes on videos supporting each of the bullet 
points above will be shared on this website:  
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-8/  
 
Outlined below are some enrichment tasks identified for each topic. 
 
Angles in parallel lines and polygons:  
This is an investigation around creating polygons from tangrams: 
https://donsteward.blogspot.com/2020/01/tangram-angles.html 
This is an investigation around tessellation (splitting the plane into 
regular/irregular shapes to create art)  
https://nrich.maths.org/11505  
Explore regular tessellation with this online tool  
https://www.geogebra.org/m/Laft8gAK#material/rMMQxGDP  
 
Area of trapezia of circles  
This activity considers what happens if we measure area using units 
other than the usual square units: 
https://nrich.maths.org/11853 
This activity considers areas of circles in circles and would be a 
good activity to deepen understanding: 
https://donsteward.blogspot.com/2017/11/concentric-circular-
rings.html  

https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-8/
https://donsteward.blogspot.com/2020/01/tangram-angles.html
https://nrich.maths.org/11505
https://www.geogebra.org/m/Laft8gAK#material/rMMQxGDP
https://nrich.maths.org/11853
https://donsteward.blogspot.com/2017/11/concentric-circular-rings.html
https://donsteward.blogspot.com/2017/11/concentric-circular-rings.html
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Line symmetry and reflection: 
In this activity students generate patterns that have reflection  
https://nrich.maths.org/1868 

 

Programme Music Students will explore how pictures and art can provide the 

inspiration and stimulus for composition. Mussorgsky’s work 

Pictures at an Exhibition is based on his close friend Victor 

Hartmann’s paintings at an exhibition mounted shortly after his 

death. 

Students will explore how Mussorgsky captures the mood of some 

of the paintings in more detail, through sound and how the elements 

of music are used to create different effects. Finally students will 

compose their own piece of music inspired by a picture or painting 

of their choice, which is put together to form a class “Pictures at an 

Exhibition” featuring the recurring “Promenade” theme. 

 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Listen to a variety of descriptive music and understand how 

the Elements of music are used and manipulated to create 

different effects 

2. Research the instruments of the orchestra and sound effects 

3. Explore Medieval music for devices such as drone 

 

 

Athletics Challenge http://www.sportshall.org/homepentathlon 
 
Have a go at the home pentathlon challenge 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

Research coordination skills you can improve at home 

https://nrich.maths.org/1868
http://www.sportshall.org/homepentathlon
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Unit 4 - What can we 
learn about Christianity 
and Buddhism through 
art? 

Students will look at various pieces of art and analyse their meaning 
by identifying key religious concepts symbolised within the work. 
Students will use their prior knowledge of religion to identify these 
concepts and then to make links between different pieces of art.  

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Watch a YouTube video on Buddhists making mandalas 
from sand - consider why they do it like this and what the 
meaning behind it is.  

2. Research Buddhist temples and find a picture of one that 
you find most impressive - why did you pick the one you did? 

3. Create a mind-map of facts on the painting ‘bBelshazzar's 
feast’.  

 

 

9B Plant Growth ● What chemical reactions happen in plants? 

● How are plants adapted for getting what they need? 

● Why do plants make lipids, carbohydrates and proteins? 

● How do farmers make sure their crops grow well? 

● What problems can farming cause? 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

Watch an episode of a farming programme, such as Countryfile or 

This Farming Life on the BBC, and identify the techniques used in 

farming and the challenges. 

8H Rocks ● How can we describe rocks? 

● How are igneous and metamorphic rocks formed? 

● How do rocks wear away? 

● How are sedimentary rocks formed? 

● How do we get metals from the earth? 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

Locate an example of a spectacular natural rock structure (such as 

the Giant’s Causeway). Find out which rocks it is made of, how old it 

is and how it has changed over time. 



8 

8K Energy Transfer ● What is the difference between internal energy and 

temperature? 

● How is energy transferred by heating? 

● How can we control energy transfers? 

● How much energy do different appliances use? 

● How do we pay for energy? 

Pre-exposure 
homework 
 

Make up a list of ways you could make your home more energy 

efficient, either in terms of reducing heat loss or using less energy. 

Use the following website for some ideas 

https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/home-energy-efficiency/home-

improvements 

 

Description of self and 
others 

Students will be  encouraged to give opinions using the verbs 
‘gustar’ (to like)‘encantar’(to love), ‘detestar’ (to hate).  They will 
discuss the physical appearance and character of themselves and 
others and use comparatives and superlatives to compare family 
members. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 
 
 
 

1. Go onto www.languagesonline.org.uk - choose ‘espanol’ and 
then ‘caminos’ ‘unit 4’ .  Spend time on the various 
activities learning adjectives to describe character 

2. Make a quizlet with at least 10 of these new words from the 
previous task.   

 

Lamp Project -  

Planning for Manufacture 

 

An extended project where students have to research and develop 
a lamp based on Bauhaus Design. The lamp design will include 
considering electronics, planning the layout of pieces and order of 
manufacture, card construction methods, material properties and 
making the lamp using corrugated card and a simple circuit.  
 
The materials should support the environment by reusing, recycling 
and refusing or minimising the use of plastics and if we do use them 
we should reuse them. 

https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/home-energy-efficiency/home-improvements
https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/home-energy-efficiency/home-improvements
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
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Pre-exposure 
homework 

Watch the youtube clip on using Bamboo as a material to discover 
how this super material can be considered the most sustainable 
material on the planet 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IVSBIsXUzok  
 
Questions to consider: 
 
List 5 products you could make from Bamboo. 
 
Name three properties that make bamboo a suitable material for 
designers? 
 
Explain 3 ways why bamboo is better than using wood/ timber 
from trees which is also a plant.  
 
List 3 ways How can bamboo make a difference to the planet. 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IVSBIsXUzok

