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Subject Topics to be 
covered 

Key Learning 

 

To investigate ‘The 
NORTH EAST’ as a 
source of inspiration for a 
creative black and white 
illustration response. 
 

Students will: 
● Begin to develop their research skills in exploring and responding to the 

work of a range of artists who either draw inspiration from The North 
East or work in black and white. 

● Develop confidence in using a range of monochrome media and 
techniques with a explore marking, tone & line. 

● Develop an understanding of the term ‘composition’ and apply this 
understanding to their own creative composition. 

● Review and reflect on the success of their final design idea. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

All students have been given differentiated homework tasks. 

 

1.Non-Fiction Texts and 

Creative Writing: 

IDENTITY 

 

2. An introduction to 

‘Romeo and Juliet’ and 

conflict poetry 

CONFLICT 

 

 

1.Students will finish studying a range of non-fiction texts in which writers relate 
personal experiences ranging from dramatic encounters to recounts of 
interesting travels and cultural experiences. Students will explore how writers 
use a range of language and structural techniques to convey meaning.  
Students will also produce their own pieces of travel writing making use of the 
techniques that they have studied such as varying sentence structures and 
lengths for effect as well as using adventurous vocabulary and punctuation to 
shape their writing.  The purpose of this creative writing is to engage the reader 
and give a sense of place.   
 
2. Students will be introduced to the plot, characters and main themes of 
‘Romeo and Juliet’ in preparation for study at GCSE. Alongside this, we will be 
studying an anthology of ‘conflict’ poetry from WW1 to the present day.  
. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 
 
 
 

1. Read a range of non-fiction texts with a travel theme  

(suggested website https://www.theguardian.com/uk/travel) 

2. Annotate a text to show a writer uses language and structural features 

to give a sense of place 



 

Unit 2: Building a food 
repertoire 
 

● To develop practical skills both as individuals and as team members 
● To develop student’s skills to prepare delicious and nutritious home-

cooked food. 
● They will learn to recognise how to plan dishes for different dietary 

needs. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

Create a recipe card for one of the dishes we have created this year. What 
could you add to make it easy to follow? 

 

Holidays / Transactional 
Language 

This term’s topic will be Healthy Living, so students will be learning to talk about 
ailments and practise transactional conversations for visits to the Chemist or 
Doctors’ in France. We will then move onto learning vocabulary for food and 
drink and shopping at the market. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Look up the French vocabulary for 10 parts of the body and 10 ailments 
you might have on holiday in France.  

2. Make your own Quizlet with this vocabulary and practise the activities to 
learn it. Don’t forget to listen to how the words should be pronounced in 
the flashcards section. www.quizlet.com  

 

Rivers 

 
To investigate river processes that produce distinctive landforms.   
The physical and human causes of flooding. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Identify 5 different landforms found on a river – describe what they look 
like and where they are found within the river – use the bbc bitesize 
website to help 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/water_rivers/  

2. Investigate 1 river and identify how it changes from the source to the 
mouth – use a map to label the changes and label key landform 

 

Ideal school Students will describe their ideal school, learning how to form the conditional 
tense in all forms.  They will describe their ideal teachers and facilities. and be 
able to compare their current school with their future school. 
 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. How many verbs do you know to do with school already?  Can you write 
5 sentences from memory about your school subjects/ daily routine and 
food and drink?  

2. Go on YouTube- can you find a video which explains how to form the 
‘Conditional tense’  in German?  watch it and make notes. 

http://www.quizlet.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/water_rivers/
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JFK 
 
America 1920-73: 
Opportunity & Inequality 

 

Students continue to develop their historical skills by focusing on topics which 
promote the study of historical interpretation. This is particularly the case with 
the JFK unit. Students produce a detailed report on the Kennedy assassination, 
after analysing and evaluating the various conspiracy theories.  The social and 
economic aspects of life in America, 1920-1973, are also considered. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Why do we study the assassination of JFK still today? Research/ask 
family members why JFK is still viewed as such a significant figure. Can 
you find anyone who was alive when Kennedy was assassinated? How 
did they react to it?  

2. Complete a character profile of Lee Harvey Oswald 
3. Independent research 

a.  ‘Why are the 1920s ‘referred to as the Roaring Twenties?’ 

 

Computer Programming 

 
To understand key algorithms that demonstrate computational thinking 
To understand how coding is used to write instructions for a computer program 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

Work through each section of 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zp92mp3/revision 
to introduce you to computational thinking 

Higher maths 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Key learning: For full details please look in the specification at 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300 and search for the code below. 

Scatter Graphs S6 

Standard Form N2, N9 

Transformations G7, G24, G8 

Construction and Loci G2 

Pre-exposure 
homework 
 

 

Have a look on the topics on listed above on MyMaths and see what 
you can teach yourself to be ahead. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zp92mp3/revision
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300


 Key learning: For full details please look in the specification at 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300 and search for the code below. 

Foundation maths 

 

Equations A2, A17 

Scatter Graphs S6 

Transformations G7, G24 

Pythagoras’ Theorem G20 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

Have a look on the topics on listed above on MyMaths and see what you can 
teach yourself to be ahead. 

 

Rock ‘n’ Roll 

 

This unit looks at Rock ‘n’ Roll as a musical genre developed in the 1950’s from 

the combining of country and western and rhythm and blues.  Pupils learn 

about the origins and key features of Rock ‘n’ Roll music by listening to a 

variety of Rock ‘n’ Roll songs and performing bass lines which are developed 

into a chord progression and finally into the twelve bar blues, upon which Rock 

‘n’ Roll music is based.  Pupils learn about triads as a type of musical chord and 

know, construct and perform different triads along with a bass line. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Explored the Twelve Bar Blues as a type of chord progression  

2. Sang a variety of songs in different parts to create vocal harmony 

3. Explored the difference between major and minor tonality 

4. Explored textures such as bass line, chords, hooks and riffs in popular 

music 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300
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Boys 
Combinations of tennis 
and cricket or softball 
and athletics 
 
Girls 
Outwitting opponents 
in  Rounders, cricket 
and Tennis 
 
Performing to 
maximum levels in 
Athletics 

 
In games the main focus is to learn new skills and develop existing ones in 
cricket and tennis. Accurately replicate technique and exercise safely in 
athletics. Develop observation skills for evaluation and improving performance 
 
 
Basic skill techniques and scoring systems in all activities 
 
 
 
Students will develop their knowledge and skills of both track and field events 
with a focus on having the skill, fitness and perseverance to improve 

 

 

GCSE AQA (A) 
Christian Practices  

Students will build on their knowledge and understanding of Christian teachings 
by learning about how Christians but their faith into action. This unit will look at 
key Christian festivals, types of worship and how the church plays a role in the 
local community.  

 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

1. Create a Holy Week calendar - what is the significance of each day? 

2. Research three different types of Christian worship - what are some of 
the similarities and differences between the three?  

 
 

Edexcel GCSE (9-1) 
Biology 
 
B1 Key Concepts in 
Biology 
  

● What are the structures, functions and adaptations of different cells? 
● What changes have occurred in microscope technology allowing us to 

view items previously not seen? 
● What is the role of enzymes in biology and what affects how they function? 
● How can substances be transported into and out of cells? 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

● Go onto YouTube and search for ‘Introduction to cells’.  
o Watch and video and make a list of the different cells you see. 
o Use the internet to try to find out the ones you didn’t know. 



 

● Use the internet to find out what objects can be seen with the naked eye and 
what needs a microscope.  

● Use the internet to research different types of microscope.  
o Think about the pros and cons of each of the different types. 

Edexcel GCSE (9-1) 
Chemistry 
 
C1 and C2 States of 
Matter and Methods of 
Separating and Purifying 
Substances 

● How to use information to predict the state of a substance 
● How the arrangement, movement, and energy of particles change during 

changes of state 
● How to use melting points to tell the difference between mixtures and pure 

substances 
● How to identify substances using melting points and chromatography 
● How different methods of separation work 
● How to choose a separation method based on the properties of the 

substances in the mixture 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

● Do some research to find real-life examples of each of the separating 
techniques being used. Think about how you would explain why that 
technique is chosen for that particular job. 

Edexcel GCSE (9-1) 
Physics 
 
P3 Conservation of 
Energy 

● How is energy transferred and stored? 
● What does efficiency mean and how do you calculate it? 
● What are the renewable and non-renewable resources we use in 

everyday life? 

Pre-exposure 
homework 
 

Research ways to make buildings more energy efficient: 
eco houses to inspire an energy efficient self build project 

 Edexcel GCSE (9-1) 
Physics 
 
P4 Conservation of 
Energy 

● What are the characteristics of waves? 
● How is the speed of a wave related to its frequency and wavelength? 
● What happens when waves are reflected, refracted, transmitted or 

absorbed by materials? 
 

 Pre-exposure 
homework 
 

Find the definitions of the following key words: reflected, refracted, transmitted or 
absorbed. 

https://www.granddesignsmagazine.com/granddesignsmagazine.com/self-builds/350-7-eco-houses-to-inspire-an-energy-efficient-self-build-project
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Ideal school Students will describe their ideal school, learning how to form the conditional 
tense in all forms.  They will describe their ideal teachers and facilities and be 
able to compare their current school with their future school. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 
 
 
 

1. How many verbs do you know to do with school already?  Can you write 
5 sentences from memory about your school subjects/ daily routine and 
food and drink?  

2. Go on Youtube- can you find a video which explains how to form the 
‘Conditional tense ‘ in Spanish?  watch it and make notes. 

 

Lamp Project -  

Planning for Manufacture 

 

An extended project where students have to research and develop a lamp 
based on Post Modernist and Memphis Design. The lamp design will include 
considering electronics, planning the layout of pieces and order of manufacture, 
card construction methods, material properties and making the lamp using 
corrugated card and a simple circuit.  
 
The materials should support the environment by reusing, recycling and 
refusing or minimising the use of plastics and if we do use them we should 
reuse them. 

Pre-exposure 
homework 

Watch the youtube clip on using Bamboo as a material to discover how this 
super material can be considered the most sustainable material on the planet 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IVSBIsXUzok  
 
Questions to consider: 

• List 5 products you could make from Bamboo. 

• Name three properties that make bamboo a suitable material for 
designers? 

• Explain 3 ways why bamboo is better than using wood/ timber from 
trees which is also a plant.  

• List 3 ways How can bamboo make a difference to the planet. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IVSBIsXUzok

