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YEAR 10 KEY DATES
2021 - 2022
ASSESSMENTS
&
REPORTING
AUTUMN TERM 2021

OCTOBER 2021
Thursday 14
Friday 22

NOVEMBER 2021
Monday 1
Tuesday 2

DECEMBER 2021
Friday 17

Information Evening for Parents - Support Your Child at GCSEs
i) School closes for half term (3.25pm)
ii) Progress Reports home

Training day - no students in school
School opens for students

i) Y10 celebration of achievements and Christmas assembly
ii) Christmas concert
iii) Y10 Grade cards home
iv) School closes for Christmas holidays (1.30pm)

SPRING TERM 2022
JANUARY 2022
Monday 3
Tuesday 4
Monday 10

FEBRUARY 2022
Thursday 3
Friday 18
Monday 28

School closed - New Year’s Day observed
School re-opens for students for Spring Term
Y10 internal assessment week

UKMT intermediate maths challenge (online)
i) Y10 Reports home
ii) School closes for half term (3.25pm)
Training Day - no students in school
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MARCH 2022
Tuesday 1
Thursday 3

APRIL 2022
Friday 8

School re-opens
World book day

i) Y10 Grade cards home
ii) School closes for Easter Holidays (3.25pm)

SUMMER TERM 2022
Monday 25
Friday 29

MAY 2022
Monday 2
Thursday 5
Tuesday 10
Friday 27

JUNE 2022
Monday 6
Friday 10
Wednesday 15
Friday 17
Monday 20
Monday 27

JULY 2022
Friday 22

School re-opens
Bronze and Silver DoE training and practice weekend

May day bank holiday
Parents Evening for tutor groups:
● AWE, CEG, GTU, JBK, KPO and LCO
Parents Evening for tutor groups:
● MMO, MPO, RHU, SIN and STU
i) Grade cards home
ii) School closes for half term (3.25pm)

School re-opens
Silver DoE assessed expedition
Geography fieldwork, Blyth
Geography fieldwork, Blyth
Summer concert
Y10 internal exam week

i) Y10 end of year celebration of achievement assembly
ii) Y10 Grade cards home
iii) School closes for summer holidays (1.30pm)
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PREPARING FOR GCSEs
WHAT ROLES CAN A PARENT FULFIL?
Your parent can play many roles in helping you succeed at GCSE – he or she is not just the “bank of mum
and/or dad” (see point 4, however). Your parent can be all of the following:
1. ATTENDANCE OFFICER – making sure children attend school
2. PARTNERSHIP – going to parents’ evenings / information meetings
3. PROVIDER – tools for revision and homework – a quiet space, a supply of pens, paper and other
necessities
4. BANKER – paying for the tools, files and revision guides
5. “STUDY BUDDY” – showing an interest in the subject, helping with homework, and testing when asked
6. ENTERTAINMENT OFFICER – finding out about TV programmes, theatre productions, films, exhibitions
relevant to your learning
7. ADVISER – helping to break down tasks so that they are manageable
8. PROJECT MANAGER – negotiating with you the rules for homework and revision, devising a realistic
timetable
9. GO-BETWEEN – between home and school
10. INFORMATION OFFICER – finding copies of past exam papers, searching out websites, exam
structures, content, contacting school for advice on any of the above

CONTROLLED ASSESSMENTS?
(i) KNOWLEDGE
Does your subject have controlled assessments?
If so, what …
- percentage of final grade? (see pp10-13).
- are the key dates?
- resources do you need?
- are the controlled assessment “rules”?

(ii) CALENDAR
- Put key dates / deadlines in the family calendar so they aren’t forgotten.
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A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step.

MAKING A START TO REVISION

●

Create an area to revise – no distractions.

●

Pens / papers / hole punch / rulers / felt-tips pens etc. at the ready.
So much time is wasted “getting down to revision” or looking for
appropriate materials.

●

Make sure the specification content is available.
Examiners can only ask questions on what is in
the specification – see your subject teachers and please
refer to the list of specifications in this booklet (pp10-13).

●

Make sure you have seen some past papers so
you know the style of the exam / how long it lasts, etc.
Your teachers will provide past papers throughout the course, and past papers are available on
the exam board websites (please refer to pp10-13).

GOOD REVISION TECHNIQUES
… will always include:
▪

An aim for the session, e.g. “By the end of this session I will understand and be able to answer past
exam questions on theories of memory.”

▪

Think about what you already know and identify the bits you need to spend more time on – self
testing.

▪

Breaking down each subject or topic into manageable chunks, e.g. GCSE maths module can be
broken down into (i) percentages; (ii) formulas; (iii) quadratic equations; (iv) linear equations; (v)
simultaneous equations; (vi) trigonometry, and so on. (It would make sense to study the
specification to discover exactly what the examiner is entitled to ask you - but better sense to ask
your teachers).

▪

Doing something active with the notes you have been given, not just reading them. I would advise
producing notes (shorter each time you revise a particular topic), noting key points, phrases or
words.

▪

Testing yourself to see what you have learnt.

▪

Ticking off the topics / subjects on your overall list so you can see that you are making progress

▪

Revisiting your notes briefly after 1 day, 1 week, 1 month, as well as just before the exam
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A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step

REVISION IDEAS
1. Draw ‘spider maps’ / ‘mind maps’ on large pieces of paper to show how different parts of a
subject link together

2. Use pictures and big flip charts and colour to make posters with key points – display these on
walls so you see them regularly.
3. Put revision aids up around the house – particularly for ‘rote learning’ such as chemical or
mathematical formulae or French vocabulary – in the loo / the kitchen / the lounge.
4. Watch revision DVDs but don’t just sit passively
a. make notes
b. test yourself.
5. Make a revision timetable:
a. be realistic
b. have a good balance of revision time, family time, friends’ time and time to yourself
c. stick to it.
6. Memory Techniques:
a. Acronyms – use the 1st letter of each word to prompt your memory
b. Picture Stories – think of a strong visual image to associate with each key word and link
them together into an unlikely and memorable story
c. Mnemonics – make a sentence in order to remember something – e.g. the oft quoted
“Richard of York Gave Battle in Vain” to help you remember the colours of the rainbow
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A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step

Top 10 Memory Improvement Tips
Before you study for your next exam, you might want to use a few strategies to boost your memory of
important information. There are a number of tried and tested techniques for improving memory. These
strategies have been established within cognitive psychology literature and offer a number of ways to
improve memory, enhance recall, and increase retention of information.

1. Focus your attention on the materials you are studying.
Attention is one of the major components of memory. In order
for information to move from short-term memory into long-term
memory, you need to actively attend to this information. Try to
study in a place free of distractions such as television, music, and other diversions.

2. Avoid cramming by establishing regular study sessions.
According to Bjork (2001), studying materials over a number of sessions gives you the time you need to
adequately process the information. Research has shown that students who study regularly remember the
material far better than those who did all of their studying in one marathon session.

3. Structure and organize the information you are studying.
Researchers have found that information is organized in memory in related clusters.
You can take advantage of this by structuring and organizing the materials you are
studying. Try grouping similar concepts and terms together, or make an outline of
your notes and textbook readings to help group related concepts.

4. Utilize mnemonic devices to remember information.
Mnemonic devices are a technique often used by students to aid in recall. A mnemonic is simply a way to
remember information. For example, you might associate a term you need to remember with a common
item that you are very familiar with. The best mnemonics are those that utilize positive imagery, humour, or
novelty. You might come up with a rhyme, song or joke to help remember a specific segment of information.

5. Elaborate and rehearse the information you are studying.
In order to recall information, you need to encode what you are studying into
long-term memory. One of the most effective encoding techniques is known
as elaborative rehearsal. An example of this technique would be to read the
definition of a key term, study the definition of that term, and then read a more detailed description of what
that term means. After repeating this process a few times, your recall of the information will be far better.
6. Relate new information to things you already know.
When you are studying unfamiliar material, take the time to
think about how this information relates to things that you
already know. By establishing relationships between new ideas
and previously existing memories, you can dramatically
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increase the likelihood of recalling the recently learned information.

7. Visualize concepts to improve memory and recall.
Many people benefit greatly from visualizing the information
they study. Pay attention to the photographs, charts, and
other graphics in your textbooks. If you don’t have visual
cues to help, try creating your own. Draw charts or figures
in the margins of your notes or use highlighters or pens in
different colours to group related ideas in your written study
materials.

8. Teach new concepts to another person.
Research suggests that reading materials out loud significantly improves memory of the material.
Educators and psychologists have also discovered that having students actually teach new concepts to
others enhances understanding and recall. You can use this approach in your own study by teaching new
concepts and information to a friend or study partner or parent.

9. Pay extra attention to difficult information.
Have you ever noticed how it's sometimes easier to remember information at the beginning
or end of a chapter? Researchers have found that the position of information can play a role
in recall, which is known as
the serial position effect. While
recalling middle information
can be difficult, you can overcome
this problem by spending
extra time rehearsing this information
or try restructuring the
information so it will be easier
to remember. When you come
across an especially difficult concept,
devote some extra time to
memorizing the information.

10. Vary your study routine.
Another great way to increase your recall is to occasionally change your study routine. If you are
accustomed to studying in one specific location, try moving to a different spot to study. If you study in the
evening, try to spend a few minutes each morning reviewing the information you studied the previous night.
By adding an element of novelty to your study sessions, you can increase the effectiveness of your efforts
and significantly improve your long-term recall.
(Lao-Tzu, Chinese philosopher, 604-531BC)

“A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step”

Pace yourself.
Review and revise step by step.
Starting now.
You cannot cram your revision into 4 weeks in April 2021.
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Just as you cannot walk a thousand miles in one day.

Ponteland High School GCSE Exams and Specifications
Year 10, September 2021
This table lists the examination boards and specifications used for Year 10 subjects from September 2021.
Fuller details about courses can be obtained from the GCSE Options booklet issued in Year 9.
Subject and
Teacher in charge

Art & Design
Art, Craft & Design GCSE

Exam Board & Specification
Exam Board website

AQA 8201
www.aqa.org.uk

Exam:
One in the spring term of Y11, worth 40% of
the final mark.

Mrs K Murphy

Art & Design
Graphics GCSE

AQA 8203
www.aqa.org.uk

Controlled Assessments:
There are 4 units.
The four units make up 60% of the final mark.
These are completed by February of Y11 after
the Easter break.

Ms C Light

Art & Design
Textiles GCSE

Details of Exams (all taken at end of
Y11) and Controlled Assessments (CA)

AQA 8204
www.aqa.org.uk

Mrs K Murphy

Business (Vocational)
Cambridge National
Enterprise & Marketing

Exam: One exam which covers the marketing
and enterprise topics worth 50% of the award.

OCR J819
www.ocr.org.uk

CA: There are two pieces of controlled
assessments in this qualification. Each is worth
25% of the overall grade. The project titles are:
❏ Design a business proposal.
❏ Market and pitch a business proposal.

Mr A Sutherland

Business Studies GCSE

Exams: There are two exams:
❏ Paper 1: Business activity, marketing
and people. 90 minute paper. (50%)
❏ Paper 2: Operations, finance and
influences on business. 90 minute
paper. (50%)

OCR J204
www.ocr.org.uk

Mr A Sutherland

CA: None
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Dance
BTEC Performing Arts

Pearson/Edexcel L1/2 Award
60304066
www.edexcel.org.uk

Ms J Byers

Design & Technology
GCSE

Exams: There is one exam:
❏ Component 3: Choreographed piece
from a set stimulus over a 12 week
period (40%)
CA: There are two pieces of coursework:
❏ Component 1: Coursework (30%)
❏ Component 2: Practical coursework
(30%)
Exam: One written paper which is worth 50% of
the final mark.
❏ Core technical principles
❏ Specialist technical principles
❏ Designing and making principles

AQA 8552
www.aqa.org.uk

(Product Design)

Miss R Hunter

CA: The Non-exam assessment (NEA) element
constitutes 50% of the final mark.
Students produce a substantial “design and
make” task comprising of a portfolio, and a
final practical outcome (i.e. product).

Exam: One exam worth 40% of total GCSE
Drama GCSE

Pearson/Edexcel 1DR0
www.edexcel.org.uk

Mrs H Hartley

English Language GCSE

Pearson/Edexcel 1EN0
www.edexcel.org.uk

Ms R Clarke

CA: There will be a range of pieces of
coursework spread over two years. These
constitute 60% of the final mark:
❏ 20% of marks to assess the creation
and development of ideas
❏ 30% of marks used to apply theatrical
skills to realise artistic intentions in
live performance; and
❏ 10% for the analysis and evaluation
of students' own work.

Exams: Two papers worth 100% of total marks.
Paper 1- 1 hr 45m (40%)
❏ Section A (15%) Unseen C19th Fiction
❏ Section B (25%) Creative Writing
Paper 2- 2 hrs 05m (60%)
❏ Section A (35%) Comparison of two
unseen texts from the C20th and C21st
❏ Section B (25%) Transactional Writing
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English Literature GCSE

Pearson/Edexcel 1ET0
www.edexcel.org.uk

Ms R Clarke

Geography GCSE

Pearson/Edexcel 1GA0
www.edexcel.org.uk

Mr P Ross

History GCSE

Exams:Two papers worth 100% of total marks.
Paper 1- 1 hr 45m (50%)
❏ Section A (25%) Shakespeare
❏ Section B (25%) Post-1914 British
Paper 2- 2 hrs 15m (50%)
❏ Section A (25%) C19th Fiction
❏ Section B (25%) Poetry
Exams: Three x 1hr 30m papers at the end of
Y11 worth 100% of the qualification.
Paper 1 Physical Geography
Paper2 HUman Geography
Paper 3 Fieldwork & UK Challenges
CA: Fieldwork is conducted in both Y10 and Y11
but is tested within the final exam paper.

Exams: Two exams worth 100% of total marks.
Paper 1: Understanding the modern world
Written exam – 2hrs (50% of GCSE)
Paper 2: Shaping the nation
Written exam – 2hrs (50% of GCSE)

AQA 8145 TC
www.aqa.org.uk

Mr D Bartlett

CA: None.

Hospitality & Catering
Level 2

WJEC/Eduqas 5569
www.wjec.co.uk

Exam: One exam worth 40% of total mark.
Unit 1: The Hospitality & Catering Industry
One x 1hr 30m examination at the end of Y10
(resit available in Y11, if necessary)

Mrs N Gray

ICT
BTEC Digital IT

Pearson/Edexcel L1/2 Award
60327406
www.edexcel.org.uk

CA: One internal assessment (60%)
Unit 2: Hospitality and Catering in Action
Exam: One exam worth 40% of overall grade,
assessed by a 1hr 30m exam.
CA: Two projects worth 60% of the final grade.

Mr N Armstrong

Mathematics GCSE

Exams: Students will sit three papers, two

AQA 8300
www.aqa.org.uk

calculator and one non-calculator in June of
Y11 worth 100% of overall grade.

Mr D Harding

Media Studies GCSE

WJEC/Eduqas C680QS
www.wjec.co.uk

Ms A Burridge
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CA: None
Exams: There are two examinations taken at
the end of Y11 – each lasting 1h 30m. The
exams count for 70% of the final mark.
CA: There is one practical component
where students create a media product.
This accounts for 30% of the final grade.

Exams: In Languages there are 4 exams:
MFL: French GCSE

AQA 8658
www.aqa.org.uk

❏ Unit 1: Listening exam (25%)
❏ Unit 2: Reading exam (25%)
❏ Unit 3: Speaking exam (25%) carried
out by MFL teachers in school
❏ Unit 4: Written exam (25%).

Mrs S Tuck

MFL: German GCSE

AQA 8668
www.aqa.org.uk

Mrs S Tuck

MFL: Spanish GCSE

All examinations will take place in the summer
of Y11
AQA 8698
www.aqa.org.uk

CA: None

Mrs S Tuck
Exam: One exam, Listening & Appraising (40%)
Music GCSE

Pearson/ Edexcel 1MU0
www.edexcel.org.uk

Mr P Noble

Religious Education GCSE

Exams: The GCSE examination will involve two
1hr 45m written exams at the end of Y11.

AQA 8062 BA
www.aqa.org.uk

Miss C Naylor

Science Combined GCSE

CA: There are two pieces of coursework:
▪ Two Performances (30%)
▪ Two Compositions (30%)

CA: None

Pearson/Edexcel 1SC0
www.edexcel.org.uk

Dr S Gair

Exams: Double award GCSE qualification.
Each science (Biology, Chemistry and Physics) is
assessed over two exam papers, each lasting
1hr10m (6 exams in total).
CA: None

Science: Biology GCSE

Pearson/Edexcel 1BI0
www.edexcel.org.uk

Exam: Separate Sciences:
Two exam papers for Biology lasting 1hr45m
each.

Mr G Tulip
CA: None

Science: Chemistry GCSE

Pearson/Edexcel 1CH0
www.edexcel.org.uk

Mr N Tuck

Science: Physics GCSE

Pearson/Edexcel 1PH0
www.edexcel.org.uk

Exam: Separate Sciences:
Two exam papers for Chemistry lasting 1hr45m
each.
CA: None
Exam: Separate Sciences:
Two exam papers for Physics lasting 1hr45m
each.

Mr J Clayson
CA: None
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Sports Studies GCSE

Exams: Theory content (60 % of final mark)
Two exam papers lasting 1h each

OCR J587
www.ocr.org.uk

Mr P Dunn

CA: Practical content (40% of final mark)
❏ Practical performance in three different
physical activities
Exams: One exam worth 25% of final mark

Sports Science
Cambridge National

OCR J812
www.ocr.org.uk

CA: Internal assessment content (75% of final
mark)
❏ Three centre assessed units
❏ Each unit worth 25%

Mr P Dunn

If you have any questions or queries about any aspect of the courses, please
contact the named teacher in charge.

14

