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Subject

Topics to be
covered

Key Learning

Unit 2
Distorted Portrait

All students will :
● Research and analyse the work of a range of portrait artists who
explore distortion
● Develop skills in blending tone using paint
● Develop skills in drawing from observation
● Create a tonal Distorted self portrait.

Pre-exposure
homework

1. Research the ‘The Weeping woman’ by Picasso
2. Identify 3 ways in which he has distorted the face
3. What is your personal opinion of this painting?

Hamartia and
Redemption: An
Introduction to Tragedy

In order to prepare for studying the tragedy of ‘Romeo and Juliet’ at GCSE, this
half term, students will be introduced to the conventions of the tragic genre by
studying one of two plays. Students will read either ‘The Crucible’ by Arthur
Miller or ‘Journey’s End’ by R.C. Sherriff, examining the presentation of
characters, aspects of staging and the structure of a tragedy. To accompany
this, students will also study a range of complementary non-fiction texts and
poetry as well as exploring relevant contextual influences.
In addition, students explore creative and transaction writing focusing on using
spelling, punctuation and grammar accurately.
*One lesson per fortnight will focus on improving writing.
*One lesson per fortnight will focus on skills for reading and reading for
pleasure.

Pre-exposure
homework

1. Do some research into the tragic genre- create a list or design a mind map
of all the key features of a traditional tragedy (you could divide this using
the following subtitles- protagonist, characters, plot, structure, setting, key
themes)
2. Find out some information about:

a. World War One (particularly trench life on the Western Front and
the famous writers and poets who recorded it)
b. The Salem Witch Trials
c. McCarthyism in America in the 1950s.
Principles of Nutrition and
Health

To understand and describe:
● Functions of nutrients in the body and sources
● Nutritional needs of different age groups and groups of society
● Deficiency diseases

Pre-exposure
homework

1. Research the diet plans followed and eaten by the England football team.
2. Write up your findings on a Google Slide document, add in images of the
foods you discovered.
3. What surprised you?

celebrations

Pre-exposure
homework

Students will learn to talk about what they do for Christmas and birthday
celebrations, as well as other common celebrations in our families – e.g.
Eid/Hanukah/NYE. They will look at Francophone celebrations, such as Bastille
day and Mardi Gras and compare these to our customs/ traditions
1. Try to write 20 sentences in French using the language you have learned
so far in years 8 and 9.
2. Can you remember the parts of the verb ‘to have’, and the verb ‘to be’?
3. Can you talk about what you like/dislikes and why, and can you talk about
what you did last weekend or yesterday?
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Tectonics

What is the structure of the earth? Why do we have earthquakes and
volcanoes?
What can we do to minimise the damage from them?

Pre-exposure
homework

1. Research 1 Earthquake/Volcano
a. Where is it?
b. When did it happen/erupt?
c. How many people live there?
2. What impact did it have? Use the headings of economic, social and
environmental.

Freetime

Students will talk about what they usually do in their freetime including sports.
They will learn expressions of weather and talk about activities they do
depending on the weather. Students will continue to look at tenses and verb
formation and build their confidence when using these independently.

Pre-exposure
homework

1. Use your German exercise book and quizlet to revise any of the language
you have been learning so far, trying to say it, pronounce it well and spell it.
2. Try to write 20 sentences in German using any of the language you have
learned so far. If possible write them without looking at your books/vocab
booklet for support

Democracy &
Dictatorship, Rise of
Hitler & the Nazi Party &
Appeasement.

Key learning will focus on the concepts of democracy and dictatorship and the
rise of Hitler and the Nazi party will looked at as part of this. The merits of the
policy of appeasement will also be considered. Extended writing and source
analysis skills are developed via GCSE style practice questions. Students will
consider different sources, learning to recognise and develop and
understanding of key skills like historical interpretation.

Pre-exposure
homework

1. Undertake independent research on the rise of Hitler & the Nazi party.
a. Can you identify the key reasons for their rise in popularity ?
2. There have been a lot of political cartoons produced in relation to the
policy of appeasement.

a. Can you find two political cartoons- one that supports the policy of
appeasement and one that criticises it?
b. What can you learn from them?
Graphical Design

Develop skills to create 2D and 3D characters
Use filters, gradients ,layers and selection tools in Photoshop. This will help
develop the skills needed for the Graphics and Storytelling project.

Pre-exposure
homework

1. Follow the instructions at
https://www.instructables.com/id/3D-Net-Characters/ to understand how to
create a net for a 3d character.

Using percentages and
maths and money

Use the equivalence of fractions, decimals and percentages
Express one quantity as a percentage of another, including expressing a
change as a percentage.
Compare two quantities using percentages
Work with percentages greater than 100%
Interpret fractions and percentages as operators
Calculate percentage increase and decrease with and without a multiplier
Solve problems involving finding the original amount (reverse percentages)
Solve problems with bills and bank statements
Calculate simple and compound interest
Solve problems with repeated percentage change
Solve problems with VAT
Calculate wages and taxes
Solve problems with exchange rates
Solve unit pricing problems (best value )

Three dimensional
shapes

Know the names of 2D and 3D shapes
Recognise prisms and use language of vertices and edges
Work with accurate nets of cuboids and other 3D shapes
Plans and elevations
Find area of 2D shapes (including circles and part circles)
Calculate arc lengths. angles and areas of sectors - including working exactly
wit multiples of Pi
Understand and calculate surface area of cubes, cuboids, prisms, cylinders,
pyramids and composite shapes
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Volumes of cubes, cuboids, prisms, cylinders, pyramids, spheres and
composite shapes

Pre-exposure
homework

1. Our curriculum closely follows the white rose maths curriculum therefore
‘home learning’ videos which support the teaching in school may be useful
to gain familiarity with. The unit names above can be found at this link:
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning?year=year-9&term=spring&term
=autumn
2. The work covered in this half term lends itself to real life applications and
so conversations with children about financial maths, exploration of bank
statements, invoices, receipts (identifying VAT), considering savings
accounts interest rates, household bills etc. will all help with pre-exposure
to the reas we will be covering.
3. This website is also full of games and information for children of all ages to
teach them about the maths in money and could be a good source of
discussion/activity
https://natwest.mymoneysense.com/students/students-12-16/

Minimalism

This unit develops pupils’ understanding of polyrhythmic music and
contemporary minimalist styles exploring how different polyrhythmic textures
and musical conventions are used by minimalist composers including the use of
repetitive and changing rhythmic and melodic motifs in different styles of
minimalist music.

Pre-exposure
homework

1. Listen to further examples of minimalist music by composers such as John
Adams, Philip Glass and Arvo Part.
2. Research to find minimalist art works and use this as inspiration for a
minimalist composition.

Activity and Health
based sessions

Pupils will experience a range of activities using the teaching games for
understanding model to develop their understanding of the rules, tactics and
strategies of the activities.
Health based lessons will focus on some alternative types of fitness including
Step Aerobics and Boxercise to increase fitness levels.
Activities that will take place will link to the School Games virtual competition
and we will allow the students to experience some Indoor Sports Hall Athletics
to introduce intra school competition. This will also provide opportunities to
develop important character skills including teamwork, leadership and
communication skills

GCSE AQA (A)
Thematic Studies E
Religion, Crime and
Punishment

Introduction to religious and moral attitudes to Crime and Punishment (with
specific reference to Christianity and Buddhism)

Pre-exposure
homework

1. Look out for news articles linked to how offenders are punished in the UK
in 2018
2. Look out for examples of where you see Christians in the local community
helping those who are newly released from prison or are involved in other
non-custodial forms of punishment
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Edexcel GCSE (9-1)
Biology
SB1 Key Concepts in
Biology

●
●

Pre-exposure
homework

1. Go onto YouTube and search for ‘Introduction to cells’.
a. Watch and video and make a list of the different cells you see.
b. Use the internet to try to find out the ones you didn’t know.
2. Use the internet to find out what objects can be seen with the naked eye
and what needs a microscope.
3. Use the internet to research different types of microscope.
a. Think about the pros and cons of each of the different types.

Edexcel GCSE (9-1)
Chemistry
SC1 and SC2 States of
Matter and Methods of
Separating and Purifying
Substances

●
●

Pre-exposure
homework

1. Find real-life examples of each of the separating techniques being used.
2. Think about how you would explain why that technique is chosen for that

●
●

●
●
●
●

What are the structures, functions and adaptations of different cells?
What changes have occurred in microscope technology allowing us to view
items previously not seen?
What is the role of enzymes in biology and what affects how they function?
How can substances be transported into and out of cells?

How to use information to predict the state of a substance
How the arrangement, movement, and energy of particles change during
changes of state
How to use melting points to tell the difference between mixtures and pure
substances
How to identify substances using melting points and chromatography
How different methods of separation work
How to choose a separation method based on the properties of the
substances in the mixture

particular job.

Where I live

Students will talk about where they live. They will focus on descriptions of their
house and chores and then move on to talk about their ideal house, using the
conditional tense. Students will continue to look at verb formation and build
their confidence when using these independently.

Pre-exposure
homework

1. Use your Spanish exercise book and quizlet to revise any of the language
you have been learning so far, trying to say it, pronounce it well and spell it.

2. Try to write 20 sentences in Spanish using any of the language you have
learned so far. If possible write them without looking at your books/vocab
booklet for support
Major Project Design
Task

You will be designing and developing a prototype lamp which will be inspired by
‘Postmodernism’. You are also required to add potential movement or
adjustment using mechanisms previously studied.
This project aims to enable you to develop your research, design, making and
evaluation skills. You will evidence your learning in your online digital ePortfolio.
You will begin this project remotely and continue it in school. If you are ever
isolating you should be able to stay on track by continuing to use your online
digital ePortfolio.

Pre-exposure
Homework

1. What is good design?
a. Read this article: https://www.vitsoe.com/us/about/good-design
2. Write a paragraph explaining who Dieter Rams is
3. Summarise the 10 principles of good design as a poster.
4. Copy and paste some examples of products you have found that are good
examples of each principle.

