
Ponteland High School
GCSE Changes for 2022
Due to the ongoing impacts of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, the DfE have agreed
some key changes to how GCSEs will be assessed in 2022.

Here you will find each subject’s changes to the usual content or skills in that subject’s
specification. These changes are for 2022 only.

The information for the subjects is divided into Core Subjects (Maths, English Language,
English Literature, Sciences, MFLs and RE) and Option Subjects in alphabetical order.

Core Subjects

Mathematics Exam Board: AQA

Paper 1 - No change
Paper 2 - No change
Paper 3 - No change

● Some additional formulae will be provided.
● Students have been made aware of the topics that will be assessed on each paper.

English Language Exam Board: Edexcel

● The text types listed below will feature in the Paper 2 assessment.
● The text types are suggested as key areas of focus for revision.

Section A: Reading

Text 1 Text 2

20th Century
Extract from a magazine article

21st century
Extract from a memoir

Section B: Writing- a choice between

An article A letter



English Literature Exam Board: Edexcel

There are no changes to the English Literature course or examinations.

Sciences Exam Board: Edexcel

Advanced information has been released for all specifications (Biology, Chemistry, Physics and
Combined Science).

● For each paper the list shows the major focus of the content of the exam.
● Topics not assessed either directly or synoptically have also been listed.
● The information is presented in specification order and not in question order.
● Numbers in brackets refer to the points as listed in the specification.
● Assessment of practical skills, maths skills, and Working Scientifically skills will occur

throughout all the papers.
● Core practicals that will be assessed have also been listed.
● Topics not explicitly given in either list may appear in low tariff questions or via synoptic or

‘linked’ questions. Synoptic or ‘linked’ questions are those that bring together knowledge, skills
and understanding from across the specification.

● Students will still be expected to apply their knowledge to unfamiliar contexts.
● Each exam paper may include some, or all, of the content in the listed topic.

Advanced information can be found here:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/sciences-2016/summer-2022-supp
ort.html

Modern Languages Exam Board: AQA

Paper 1: Listening: no change

Paper 2: Reading: no change.

Paper 3: Speaking: no change, however;
● a contingency is in place in case it becomes clear at any point before the formal speaking

tests begin that they cannot or should not be taken

Paper 4: Writing
● The 90 word task (F and H level): students answer one of 3 optional tasks instead of one of 2.
● The 150 word task (H level only): students answer one of 3 optional tasks instead of one of 2.
● The writing paper will be 5 minutes longer than usual to take into account the extra reading

time.
● Students will be informed of the range of topic areas for the 90 word and 150 word questions.

These vary for French, German and Spanish.

In addition, in the reading and listening papers, vocabulary outside the specification will not be used
or tested.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/sciences-2016/summer-2022-support.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/sciences-2016/summer-2022-support.html


Religious Studies Exam Board: AQA

The Religion Paper:

Buddhist Beliefs and Teachings (5 Q’s):
● The human personality, in the Theravada and Mahayana traditions.
● Human destiny - Buddhahood and the Pure Land.
● The Buddha’s life and its significance.
● The Four Noble Truths.
●

Buddhist Practices (5 Q’s):
● The nature, use and importance of Buddhist places of worship.
● Meditation
● The practice and significance of different ceremonies and rituals associated with death and

mourning in Theravada communities and in Japan and Tibet.
● Ethical teaching - kamma (karma) and rebirth - compassion (karuna).

Christian Beliefs and Teachings (5 Q’s):
● The nature of God - the oneness of God and the Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
● Different Christian beliefs about creation.
● Different Christian beliefs about the afterlife and their importance.
● Beliefs and teachings about the crucifixion, resurrection and ascension
●

Christian Practices (5 Q’s):
● The role and meaning of the sacraments.
● The role and importance of celebrations.
● The place of mission, evangelism and Church growth.
● The importance of the worldwide Church.

26th May - Themes Paper: No advance information given

Religion and Life (Theme B) (5 Q’s)

Religion, Peace and Conflict (Theme D) (5 Q’s)

Religion, Crime and Punishment (Theme E) (5 Q’s)

Religion and Social Justice (Theme F) (5 Q’s).

Option Subjects overleaf



Option Subjects

Art (Art / Graphics / Textiles) Exam Board: AQA

Students will only complete Component 1 - Coursework

For GCSE Art and Design: Art, Craft and Design, Graphic Communication and Textile Design,
students will complete Component 1 (Portfolio) only.

No other changes

Students will need to complete Component 1 in the normal way. Component 1 will be marked out of
96 as usual. The assessment criteria in the specification remains the same.

Business Studies Exam Board: OCR

Paper 1: Business activity, marketing and people (50%)
● No structural change to the exam paper in terms of number of questions.

OCR suggests that the following
areas are focussed on for revision
and preparation although all of the
specification should be taught.

Numbers refer to specification
references.

1  Business activity

1.1 The role of business enterprise and entrepreneurship
1.2 Business planning
1.3 Business ownership
1.4 Business aims and objectives
1.5 Stakeholders in business
1.6 Business growth

2  Marketing

2.2 Market research
2.3 Market segmentation
2.4 Marketing mix

3  People

3.1 The role of human resources
3.2 Organisational structures and different ways of working
3.3 Communication in business
3.4 Recruitment and selection
3.5 Motivation and retention
3.6 Training and development
3.7 Employment law

Paper 2: Operations, finance and influences on business (50%)
● No structural change to the exam paper in terms of number of questions

OCR suggests that the following
areas are focussed on for revision
and preparation although all of the
specification should be taught.

Numbers refer to specification
references.

4  Operations

4.1 Production processes
4.2 Quality of goods and services
4.3 The sales process and customer service
4.4 Consumer law
4.5 Business location
4.6 Working with suppliers



5  Finance

5.1 The role of the finance function
5.2 Sources of finance
5.3 Revenue, costs, profit and loss
5.4 Break even
5.5 Case and cash flow

6 Influences on business

6.1 Ethical and environmental considerations
6.2 The economic climate
6.3 Globalisation

Plus

7. The interdependent nature of business

Business Enterprise & Marketing Exam Board: OCR

R064: Enterprise and marketing concepts exam (50%)

● No change to content or structure

R065: Design a business proposal - moderated project (25%)

R066: Market and pitch a business proposal - moderated project (25%)

Schools have been able to reduce the number of assessments taken by students. Students will not
complete R066.  Several adaptations from last year have also been carried forward such as:

· Allowing work on project assessments to be done at home.

· Several minor unit level adaptations which largely relate to how market research is carried out.

Design and Technology Exam Board: AQA

This advance information covers the examined component.

• The list shows the major focus of primarily the higher tariff questions. Topics not explicitly given in
the list may appear in lower tariff questions or via synoptic questions.

3.2.1 Selection of materials or components
3.2.3 Ecological and social footprint
3.2.8 Specialist techniques and processes
3.3.2 Environmental, social and economic challenge
3.3.5 Communication of design ideas
3.3.6 Prototype development
3.3.9 Material management

Changes to NEA

There are changes to parts of the NEA for GCSE Design and Technology. The 'Realising design
ideas' and 'Analysing and evaluating' sections have been rewritten to reflect these changes.

Realising design ideas

● This section has been reduced from 20 to 10 marks



● Students will no longer be assessed on the skill of making but will be required to show their
‘intentions of prototypes’ and demonstrate their understanding of the processes involved in
making.

Analysing and evaluation

● This section has been reduced from 20 to 15 marks
● Analysis and evaluation throughout the design process can take place in relation to prototype

ideas and models
● There’s no expectation to test a final made prototype but students should find ways of testing

prototype designs.

Drama Exam Board: Edexcel

Component 1 (Devising Coursework)
● No change

Component 2 (Performance Examination)
● No change.

Component 3 (Written Examination)
Section A: The Crucible

● The extract featured in the exam will come from Act 2
Section B: Live Theatre Evaluation

● No change

There is no change to the length of the written examination, nor to the amount or style of questions.

Geography Exam Board:  Edexcel

Paper 1: there is no change to paper 1.

Paper 2: all students must answer questions from Section A: Changing Cities

Students answer questions from either Section B: Global Development or Section C: Resource
Management

The 4 marks for SPGST will be added to the final 8-mark question item at the end of Section A.

Total paper mark will be 64 and the exam lasts 1hr 30mins

Paper 3

Section A: Physical Environments: answer one multi-part 10 mark question assessing unfamiliar
fieldwork followed by Q2 - coasts

Section B: Human Environments: answer one multi-part 10 mark question assessing unfamiliar
fieldwork followed by Q3 - urban

Section C: UK Challenges – unchanged

Total paper mark will be 48 and the exam lasts 1hr 30mins

History Exam Board:  AQA



Overview:

Only three out of four studies required. (This was already known in advance of the 07/02/2022
announcements & students are aware of this). Spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPaG) marks are
reduced as are the total marks and total exam time.

Only three out of four studies required: students will study and be assessed on:

● Wider World Depth study (Paper 1, Section B)-  Conflict & tension in Asia, 1950-1975
● the Period study (Paper 1, Section A)-  America 1920-1973: Opportunity & Inequality
● the British Depth study with the historic environment (Paper 2, Section B)- Elizabethan

England, c1568-1603

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG) marks reduced:

● Overall number of marks allocated to assessing SPaG reduced to four marks.
● SPaG marks will now only be attached to Question 4 on the compulsory Wider World Depth

study.

Total mark allocation reduced:

● The total exam marks available will be reduced from 168 to 124 marks.
● 44 marks will be allocated to the compulsory study, including four marks for SPaG.
● 40 marks will be allocated to each of the (two chosen) optional studies.

Total exam time reduced:

● The total exam time for GCSE History has been reduced from four hours to three hours. This
is because students will only be taking three studies in 2022, instead of four.

No other changes:

● There will be no advance information on what exams will cover for GCSE History.
● The format and wording of the questions will remain exactly the same, as will the mark

schemes for each question.
● The specification content for each individual topic will also remain the same.
● The historic environment site for 2022 (Lord Burghley’s Almshouses)  is unchanged. This is

part of the Elizabethan England, c1568-1603 British Depth study.

Hospitality and Catering Exam Board: Eduqas/WJEC

Unit 1 (exam) 40%
● No changes

Unit 2 (NEA) 60%
● No changes from original amendments made last year, ie:

○ Candidates state and discuss four dishes
○ Candidates must still plan two dishes but are only required to prepare one dish in line

with the controls outlined in the brief. However, as we have benefitted from being able
to cook regularly, unlike other schools, our students will make both dishes and sides.

ICT: Digital IT Exam Board: Edexcel



Component 1: Exploring User Interface Design Principles and Project Planning Techniques –
moderated project (30%)

Component 2: Collecting, Presenting and Interpreting Data – moderated project (30%)

Both internally assessed projects contain three learning aims: A, B and C.  Schools have been
allowed to reduce the number of assessments taken by students.  Students do not have learning aim
A task from either component 1 or component 2 assessed.  Instead, assessment will be based on the
completion of B and C.

Component 3: Effective Digital Working Practices – exam (40%)

There is no change to content or structure.

Media Studies Exam Board: Eduqas/WJEC

Component 1
Information provided as to which forms and set products will appear in each section

Section A: Exploring Media Language and Representation
• Media Language: print Advertisement
• Media Contexts and Representation: Magazines – Pride front cover and ‘unseen’ magazine front
cover

Section B: Exploring Media Industries and Audiences
• Media Industries: Film – Spectre
• Audiences: Video Games – Fortnite; includes synoptic assessment

Component 2
Section A: Television – Sitcom
• Media Language: Television – The IT Crowd
• Media Contexts: Television – The IT Crowd and Friends

Section B: Music
• Representation: Music Videos – Bad Blood (Taylor Swift) and Freedom (Pharrell Williams)
• Media Industries: Music Websites – Taylor Swift

Music Exam Board: Edexcel

Component 1: Performance - Only 1 Solo Performance required
Component 2: Composition - Only Free Composition required

For Component 3: Appraising - No changes to the format of the paper. From the Advance Notice we
have been informed of the Set Works which will be tested.

Section A Q1 - 6
Please note set works are listed in specification order not question order.



• J S Bach: 3rd Movement from Brandenburg Concerto no.5 in D major
• L van Beethoven: 1st Movement from Piano Sonata no.8 in C minor ‘Pathétique’
• H Purcell: Music for a While
• Queen: Killer Queen (from the album ‘Sheer Heart Attack’)
• J Williams: Main Title/Rebel Blockade Runner (from the soundtrack to ‘Star Wars
Episode IV: A New Hope’)
• Afro Celt Sound System: Release (from the album ‘Volume 2: Release’)

Musical dictation Q7
Treble clef

Unfamiliar Area of study Q8
Fusions

Section B Q9
Set work and Area of study: Music for Stage and Screen
Extract A: S Schwartz:

Physical Education GCSE Exam Board:  OCR

Overview
● This notice covers all examined components.
● This notice does not cover non-examined assessment (NEA) components.
● The structure of the papers remains unchanged.
● Topics not explicitly given in the list may appear in low tariff questions or via synoptic

questions.

Advice
● The following areas of content are suggested as key areas of focus for revision and final

preparation. However, the aim should still be to cover all specification content in teaching and
learning.

● Students’ responses to individual questions may draw upon other areas of specification
content where relevant, and credit will be given for this where appropriate.

Paper 1 - Physical factors affecting performance

1.1 Applied anatomy and physiology
● 1.1.c. Movement analysis

○ Lever systems
○ Planes of movement and axes of rotation

● 1.1.d. The cardiovascular and respiratory systems
○ Structure and function of the cardiovascular system
○ Structure and function of the respiratory system

● 1.1.e. Effects of exercise on body systems
○ Short-term effects of exercise
○ Long-term (training) effects of exercise

1.2 Physical training
● 1.2.a. Components of fitness



● 1.2.b. Applying the principles of training
○ Types of training

● 1.2.c. Preventing injury in physical activity and training
○ Minimising the risk of injury

Paper 2 - Socio-cultural issues and sports psychology

● 2.1 Socio-cultural influences
● 2.1.a. Engagement patterns of different groups in physical activities and sports

○ Physical activity and sport in the UK
○ Participation in physical activity and sport

● 2.2 Sports psychology
● 2.2.3. Goal setting
● 2.2.5. Types of guidance
● 2.2.6. Types of feedback
● 2.3 Health, fitness and well-being
● 2.3.1. Health, fitness and well-being
● 2.3.2. Diet and nutrition

Sport Science CNAT Exam Board: OCR

There are no changes to the Cambridge National Sports Science qualification.
Students have already sat their exam in Y10 and are following unit R043 in Y11.


