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INTRODUCTION
Welcome to the firest edition of ‘Pont Print’ - our new School Magazine. Miss 

Pounder and a selection of hard-working, sixth-form editors have come together 
to produce this magazine for you! In future, we will be seeking editors across 
all year groups to keep their ears to the ground in search of great content for 

our next edition. We hope you enjoy :)

Ben Woolley - Chief Editor
Libby Pollard - News Reporter
Sam Cater - Graphic Designer

Bethan Miller and Nieve Collins - Agony Aunts and News Reporters
Fleur Latimer and Ben Wolley - Film Reviewers

Kate Rooney - Book Reviewer

November best of the month
The Newcastle West End Food Bank was happy to 
recieve a large donation as many crates of food 
were piled into the dining street. Collections 
from every year group came together to help the 
fantastic charity, and plenty of students were 
needed to help carry the 1074kg of donations 
to the van! It is an honour to be able to help 
those in need, so thank you to all the students 
who contributed to the donations - your help 
will go a long way.

On the 28th of october year 7 presented a 
‘bee showcase’. They’d been learning about 

the topic of bees in year 6 and carried this 
on into year 7 and wanted to  showcase their 

knowledge with visitors. Year 7 students told 
visitors about the Fibonacci sequence, the 

problem of asian hornets,  monoprinting 
techniques, concept design bug hotels and the 
viscosity of honey! A number of students took  
part in extra activities such as a live zoom 

call with beekeepers in the Scilly Isles, 
visists from local beekeepers, testing 

different types of honey and trying on bee 
suits and working with an artist in

residence. The art exhibition included
students creating collage hexagons filled with 
their bee knowledge which eventually all came 

together to create a united honeycomb.

October best of the month
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GENERAL NEWS
By Libby Pollard

COVID’s here... but not to stay!
Thought it’s tough to wrap your head around the fact that the first 
cases of COVID-19 were found 3 years ago, the Coronavirus pandemic 
has still yet to conclude, with the Omicron virus recently being major 
headlines in all countries with The London School of Hygiene and 
Tropical Medicine (LSHTM) predicting for there to be a large wave of 
Covid mutation in January. However, despite this, the government are 
still urging people to get the Coronavirus vaccine and booster vaccines 
as soon as they can, Prime Minister Boris Johnson has also stated that 
there will not be another full lockdown like the ones in 2020 howev-
er masks will still be required to be taken by members of the public, 
he has also stated that everyone must wear a mask in the cinema and 
the theatre and from Monday 13th work from home if they can. Oth-
er such rules would consist of making NHS Covid Passes mandatory 
for entry into nightclubs and other such venues where there is a large 
group of people, ‘Plan B’ as the Prime Minister calls it is said to come 
into effect during the week starting December 13th. Scottish MP John 
Swinney has stated that there are to be new rules concerning the new 
variant coming out in the week starting the 13th of December 2021 
since as of December 4th, 4,087 cases of Covid were recorded, as for 
self-isolation guidelines all members of the household are required 
to self-isolate for 10 regardless of being vaccinated or not. Hopefully 
though, if people stick to these guidelines and follow advice by the gov-
ernment and the general public to wear masks and get the vaccinations 
and booster vaccines 2022 could be the last year we have a large threat 
of the Coronavirus.

Christmas Can’t be Cancelled!
In a time like now where Covid is still about and we all have the same 

concerns about staying safe and protecting the ones we love, we all need 
something to put a smile on our faces, it must’ve taken many by surprise to 

see more than 600 Santa’s running down Brighton. On December 11th 2021 
over 600 people dressed in Santa costumes took part in a 5K run at 10:30am 
down Btighton raising money for the Royal Alexandra Children’s Hospital’s 
charity, Rockinghorse. Despite raising money for a charity it’s also encour-

aged many people to do their part for their community and also encourages 
those to participate by including the health benefits of running. There have 

also been many other ‘Santa Dash’ events all over the UK as over 5,000 
people showed up to run in Liverpool. The event definitely has helped boost 
many peoples’ morale and gave everyone confidence and a great sense of joy 
that the event has returned after its absence last year due to Covid. For those 
who were unable to attend Brighton in person for the run, virtual runs were 

also set up in order to include everyone who wishes to participate, even chil-
dren can participate in a 400m race before the formal race begins. Though 
the run isn’t exactly a race with 1st, 2nd and 3rd place trophies everyone is 

a winner with how much joy they been able to give people watching and for 
those they’ve raised money for.
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TV AND FILM
It’s been a rough year for TV and film, there’s no two ways about it. With COVID halting the progress of 

some of the year’s most anticipated releases, many have looked to TV and streaming for alternatives to the 
many many tentpole films that were delayed. On the one hand this created the perfect storm for shows like 
Squid Game and Midnight Mass to completely envelope the cultural zeitgeist, but on the other hand it led to 
some really beautiful films being stuck on the small screen, reducing their cinematic spectacle to the 1080 
pixels of my old, wrecked phone screen. Nevermind. All that said, here are some of the films and TV that 

we thought deserved your attention (for one reason or another) this month.
-Ben Woolley and Fleur Latimer

THE GREEN KNIGHT (15)
Fantasy cinema has had a hard time getting itself together post Lord of the Rings, with most of 
the genre’s films released after Return of the King feeling cheesy, derivative or just downright 

bad. Thank god then, for David Lowery, director of A Ghost Story (one of my personal 
favourite films of all time) who with a budget lower than some indie dramas manages to craft a 
film of such extraordinary detail and wonder that it needs to be seen to be believed. The film is 

a loose adaption of the Arthurian epic verse ‘Sir Gawain and the Green Knight’ and follows 
Gawain (King Arthur’s nephew) as he’s challenged to a duel by the titular knight. The rules 

are laid out, Gawain can deal any blow to the Knight on the condition that he meets the green 
knight in exactly a year so that the blow may be returned. Gawain accepts, and unwittingly 

binds himself to an expansive quest involving giants, ghosts and talking foxes. A film like this 
in any other hands would end up as a generic fantasy action/adventure film, however here 
Lowery wisely chooses to instead create a very intimate and very abstract character study. 

Throughtout the film Gawain struggles with very human questions of legacy, love and what 
being chivalrous actually means, all filmed with breathtaking gusto by Andrew Droz Palermo. 
For this reason I would strongly advise catching this in the cinemas if you can, although if you 
can’t get out and about the film is also streamable on Amazon Prime Video. MY favourite film 
of the year so far, The Green Knight is both vast and personal, and it’s a film I’d recommend to 

anyone wanting a bit more meat and a bit less action out of their fantasy films.

SQUID GAME (15)
Undoubtedly Netflix’s biggest-ever series launch and ranked #1 in 90 countries, Squid Game is 
a dystopian-thriller drama in which hundreds of contestants compete in a series of children’s 

games with dreams of winning an enticing prize of 45.6 billion won. To their surprise, the 
games come with a deathly elimination process. Although first conceptualized in 2008, the 

show portrays modern society with a critique of the realities of capitalism, a commentary on 
people’s relationships with gambling and other issues such as social inequality and financial 
disparity. Watching this will have every feeling and emotion spill out, including some of the 

most powerful, intense, thought-provoking and sensitive scenes you’ll ever see in media 
history. The acting is superb all around, the set design is capticating and colourful, the pacing 
is great, indiviual characters are explored fullt and the cinematography is breath-taking which 

captures the story perfectly with a bonus of many suspensful and nostalgic tunes to set the 
tone. A truly incredible creation that has everyone talking, wanting more and hoping that there 

will be more story to tell in the future. Go watch it right now!

MIDNIGHT MASS (15)
Mike Flanagan continues his horror winning streak with this chilling tale of a charismatic 

priest’s arrival in a small island town. Touching on themes of fanaticism and existantial anxiety, 
the Netflix mini-series could be best described as what would happen if Stephen King went to 

Sunday school. The show’s slow pace may putt-off viewers looking for a more conventional 
horror, but those who are open-minded will find a show that’s sophisticated, stylish and 

surprisingly poignant. Flanagan’s critique of religion (while obviously still a critique) is sur-
prisingly fair, with many of its scenes taking the form of a theological back and forth between 
Father Paul, the aforementioned priest, and Riley Flynn, our lead, played with extraordinarily 
powerful restraint by the ever-wonderful Zach Gilford. Frequent collaborators Kate Seigel and 
Rahul Kohli also appear, with the latter having one of the most powerful monologues in recent 

TV-memory. And as for the plot itself, the less you know truly is better, as the show veers 
off from a simple but effective drama-mystery into something far more unique and far more 

terrifying.
Another hit from the horror director, Midnight Mass will no doubt go down as one of the best 
shows of the year, and it’s something I would urge literally anyone to check out, and at only 7 

episodes, there’s really no excuse.
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SHANG CHI AND THE LEGEND OF 
THE TEN RINGS (12)

The first marvel film released following a string of televisual outings, 
Shang Chi is a refreshing if flawed change of pace for the franchise. The 
film follows Shang (formerly Shaun) the son of Wenwu, a powerful Chi-
nese gangster. Trained as a deadly assassin from a young age, Shang now 
lives a quiet life parking cars for a living with his best friend Katy, that is 
until a beefy russian man with a machete for an arm attacks him on the 
bus. From there Shang Chi is fairly standard marvel fair: go to a place, 

punch some people, make a joke, leave. It’s predictable but not ineffective 
storytelling that’s bolstered by the MCU’s typically solid character work. 
Shang and Katy are delightful heroes to follow, with their constant bick-

ering serving as both humorous banter and slight character development. 
The CGI is great too, if a little overbearing at times, and the score is neat, 
blending typical superhero lightmotif with asian inflected melodies and 

instruments. The film also makes great use of its place within the series as 
a whole, with returning characters such as Wong, Aboomination and one 
other notable re-appearnce who I wouldn’t want to spoil deployed tact-
fully throughout the film in occassionally surprising ways. All that said, 
the real standout here is the action. Gone is Marvel’s usual bland MMA 
replaced instead with incredibly stylish Kung-Fu that put me in mind of 
some of Jackie Chan’s better films, the bus scene at the start is a particu-
lar highlight, offering great action dynamic filled with charafter. Overall 
though, Shang Chi is at its core another Marvel action film, and if you’ve 

gotten tired of them like so many have you’re likely to find something 
unique here. However if, like me, you’re only going in looking for a little 

bit of fun, the film can deliver in spades.

THE STARLING (12)
Without wanting to seem like all we do is recommend films, here’s something 

different: a warning. I watched The Starling on an absolute whim one day 
and immediately wished I hasn’t. The film, whose running time exceeds such 

classics as ‘12 Angry Men’ and ‘Persona’ is so mind bogglingly misguided 
that it at times comes close to being offensive. The story follows Lilly (played 
with uncharacteristic laziness by Melissa McCarthy) as she comes to terms 

both with her recent miscarriage and the mental decline of her husband 
Jack, all while fighting off a persistent Starling intent on ruining her garden. 
In concept, this could be alright, a bittersweet comedy/tragedy in the vain 
of something like ‘Little Miss Sunshine’, however the film seems intent on 
constantly switching between insensitive and melodramatic drama and 

cartoonish goofball comedy in a way that’s not only sudden and mood-killing 
but also robs any dramatic moments of tension and any jokes of comedy. The 
themes of suicide and mental illness are dealt with in a way that’s completely 
black and white, with therapy presented in a way that’s frankly unhealthy to 
anyone watching the film who may have gone through similar things. The 

comedy never lands, and aside from a surprise appearance from John David 
Washington, the film never does anything remotely interesting. In the end, 
you have to be incredibly skilled to balance slapstick comedy and heartfelt 

drama in a way that works, and this film doesn’t manage it, leading to a film 
that’s boring, insensitive and completely void of character. If you see this on 

Netflix: just keep scrolling.

POSE (15)
Witness evolutionary, artistic and inspiring TV like Pose. A ground-breaking series 
centered around New York City’s African-American and Lation LGBTQ+ and gen-

dernon-conforming underground ball culture of the 1980s and 1990s has finally been 
beautfully been brought to life. The show’s narrative focuses on the transgender commu-
nity, ball culture, capitalism and the AIDS crisis. Blanca Rodriguez-Evangelista deicdes to 
take her fate into her own hands and forms her own ‘house’ to provide support for queer 
individuals who have been rejected from their families like herself. As more join House 

Evangelista, the begin to compete in balls, where members of each house partake in vari-
ous categories judged by their outfits, dancing and skills. Full of love, emotion and talent 
abounds, important narratives are built about dealing and overcoming life’s challenges, 

pursuing your dreams, building families and friendships that will last a lifetime, and proof 
to everyone that life is a celebration.
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Book Recommendations
By Kate Rooney

Key Stage 3
Wonder - R. J. Palacio

“You really are a wonder, Auggie. You are a wonder.”
With a central theme of kindness, Palacio provides a brutally 
moving story about ten-year-old August Pullman and his ex-

periences in a public school after being homeschooled for his 
whole life as a result of complicated health issues. With this, 

the book puts into light the intolerance people face as a result 
of being ‘different’ in a powerful and inspiring way.

The book doesn’t rely on overly complicated language to 
build the story but rather uses different perspectives to depict 
society in an impressive and soul-stirring way making it the 

perfect read that I would strongly recommend...

Key Stage 4
Fahrenheit 451 - Ray Bradbury

“There must be something in books, something we can’t 
imagine, to make a woman stay in a burning house; there 

must be something there. You don’t stay for nothing.”
Written more than 60 years ago, Bradbury’s dystopian novel 

still manages to resonate with audiences through its depcition 
of the struggle between the desire for knowledge and the 

restictions of a society that is complicit in its ignorance and 
conformity. Set in a future where books are outlawed and 
burned as a result, the novel follows the story of firefighter 
Guy Montag as he begins to question everyhing he knows 
and rebels against the system. The novel’s strong premise 
combines with its enjoyable characters and steady pace to 

make an enjoyable read - perfect for a book lover looking for 
a relatively quick read...

Key Stage 5
Pride and Prejudice - Jane Austen

“Till this moment I never knew myself.”
One of Jane Austen’s most well-known novels, the story 
of ‘Pride and Prejudice’ follows its protagonist, Elizabeth 

Bennet, and her tumultous relationship with rich aristocrat 
Mr Darcy. The novel focuses not only on romantic love 

but also familial and platonic love, accounting the different 
ways love my grow or disappear.

‘Pride and Prejudice’ is undoubtedly a classic and it’s 
easy to understand why. The novel contains loveable 

characters, romance, witty humour and, not to mention, 
was beautifully written making it an ideal read for all those 

interested...
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Bethan and Nieve’s
ADVICE

My mocks start 
tomorrow and I 

haven’t even started 
revising, what can I 

do?

How can I deal 
with a toxic 

friend?

I have been 
feeling stressed 
lately. How can I 

stop?

I’m a girl and want 
to wear trousers to 
school but feel like 

I will be judged.

We know your pain, 
revising is hard when you have lots of 

other pressures and things going on. We suggest 
you look over the key information in an efficient way, 

for example flashcards. Spend an evening looking over 
the things you feel weaker on and focus on exam tech-
nique - sometimes simply revising the night before can 
make the biggest difference. But on the positive side 

this is what mocks are for, and at least you can 
improve the next time :)

If you feel you are being treated 
badly, talk to your friend and see if you can 

work things out - communication is key. 
However, if they continue their toxic 

behaviour it’s time to end the friendship or at 
least distance yourself. We promise it 

will work out in the end :)

The pressure of school 
can sometimes be overwhelming. 

We suggest you take some time out and not 
think about school - do something that you enjoy 
and give yourself a break. However, if you feel it’s 
starting to become too much there are people you 
can talk to: teachers, parents, or someone you can 

trust. Or visit websites such as 
https://giveusashout.org/

Society often pressures people
to wear clothes that fit their gender

stereotype, but don’t let this dictate you! 
Learning to not care what other people think is 

something that makes you stand out - and that’s 
what makes you the coolest person ever. So 
wear the trousers and wear them like you’re 

the only person in the world 
who can.
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