CAREER OF THE WEEK
WEEK BEGINNING
17th January

Our aim is to build a school
where all of our students
are happy, feel safe and
achieve exceptionally well.

THIS WEEK’S CAREER OF THE WEEK IS…

Interior
Designer

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF…
To access the video via
YouTube please follow this link:
COTW 8 Interior Designer YouTube

A MOMENT TO DISCUSS…
Can you think of useful skills or attributes to an interior
designer?
Katherine owns her own interior design company. What
were the other aspects to her work that she mentioned,
apart from interior design?
What does Katherine look for when hiring junior interior
designers?

SKILLS AND ATTRIBUTES
creative
perceptive
attentive
articulate
meticulous

spatial
awareness
time
management
trend identification
technical
communication

SALAR
Y
Average salary in the UK:
Interior Designer salary:

£26,193 per year

£18,000 - £45,000 per year

TRAINING AND EDUCATION PROVIDERS
There are many routes into interior design. Three routes are listed below.

Sixth form

College

•

Complete A Levels in subjects of your choice,
business studies, graphics, art, fashion and
textiles and ICT are recommended (2 years).

•

Complete a Level 3 Diploma in art and
design, set and stage design, business
studies or fashion and textiles (2 years).

•

Complete an undergraduate degree in interior
design at university (3 years).

•

Complete an undergraduate degree in
interior design at university (3 years).

Apprenticeship
•

Complete an apprenticeship in creative
design, textiles, merchandising, advertising or
buying. Companies that provide
apprenticeships in these areas include M&S,
John Lewis and Next.

•

Complete an undergraduate degree in
interior design at university (3 years).

OR
•

Work your way into an interior design role
at the company.

For more information on local education providers or entry requirements contact Miss Makepeace (F33), email a.makepeace@ponthigh.org.uk or
follow @CareersPontHigh on twitter!

PONTELAND ALUMNI
Hi, I’m Sally and I left Pont High in 2009. I graduated from Northumbria University,
with a degree in Interior Design and now own my own interior design company,
Rea Interiors.
Rea Interiors focus’ on high - end, residential interior design so, I am lucky to
work, mostly, on multi - million pound houses within the North East. I work with
my client to specify pretty much everything that goes into the house; architectural
features, plumbing and electrical layouts, lighting, cinema systems and even
swimming pools! These projects are usually over 12 months long and an extensive
amount of design work is involved.

Useful Subjects:
My journey from school to where I am now was a little ‘off-road’! I took English
Langauge, drama and media studies at A Level, to aim towards a career in marketing.
Results day came and after the tears of not getting the grades I needed to get onto the
marketing course, I came across an interior design course through UCAS clearing.

A word of advice:

The number one thing I’d start off by saying is, it’s not as
glamorous as it looks on TV programmes like ‘The Great
Interior Design Challenge’! I use a lot of software like
Adobe Photoshop, Illustrator, Google Sketchup,
AutoCAD and although you learn these programmes at
To do it the right way (unlike me!), I’d suggest A Levels in art, textiles or IT. If you’d like university, it definitely wouldn’t be a bad idea to start
to work freelance or own your own interior design company, I’d seriously consider
teaching yourself and playing around with them now.
business studies. I really kick myself for not listening more in AS business!

BEFORE YOU GO…
Sally’s answers, in a bit more detail, along with information about the workshops she runs at Rea
Interiors can be found on our careers twitter page, @CareersPontHigh.
Skills Gap UK are offering students considering a
career in science, technology or finance an
opportunity to attend virtual workshop days.
Follow this link for more information or to book
your place: Homepage | Skills Gap

Young Professions are running a Females in
STEM / Tech virtual evening event with one of the
biggest technology/engineering companies in the
world - Siemens. See poster (right) and contact
Miss Makepeace for more details.

