
Our aim is to build a 
school where all of our 
students are happy, feel safe 
and achieve exceptionally 
well.

Career of the Week
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31st January



THIS WEEK’S CAREER OF THE WEEK IS…

Electrician 



A DAY IN THE LIFE OF…
To access the video via 
YouTube please follow this 
link: 
COTW 10 - Electrician - 
YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MJeIBxNTKr0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MJeIBxNTKr0
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1KbSs2tAzeQORNlyTjpsLbEbV23tG7EaY/preview


What did Isjan say was the worst aspect of being an 
electrician and why?  

What areas did Isjan suggest trained electricians could 
branch off into? 

A MOMENT TO DISCUSS…
What type of electrician is Isjan?



SKILLS AND ATTRIBUTES

teamwork
proactive

reliable 

self - motivated 

customer service

personable
problem solving 

accurate

networking
technical 

“I’m an installation 
electrician”

“The worst aspect I 
would say is the 
second fix…very 
dusty!”

“I’ve gone into 
security…and 
specialised smart 
comms”



SALAR
Y

Average salary in the UK:  £26,193 per year

Electrician salary:  £11,000 - £50,000 per year 



TRAINING AND EDUCATION PROVIDERS
Which of the following three routes do think could lead to a career as an electrician?

• Complete GCSEs in subjects of your 
choice. To study an apprenticeship you 
need GCSEs in maths and English grade 4 
or above (2 years). 

• Complete an electrical installation or 
building services (electrical) 
apprenticeship with a company. 

**Apprenticeship schemes are competitive. 
For more information on electrical 
apprenticeships in the North East visit Gov 
UK Apprenticeships, Find Apprenticeships or 
Amazing Apprenticeships. 

For more information on local education providers or entry requirements contact Miss Makepeace (F33), email 
a.makepeace@ponthigh.org.uk or follow @CareersPontHigh on twitter! 

• Complete GCSEs in subjects of your choice. 
To study a level 3 diploma at college you 
need 5 GCSE grades 9 - 4, including a 4 in 
maths and English. 

• Complete a level 3 diploma in building 
services (electrical) or electrical installation 
(2 years).

College Apprenticeship 
• Compete A Levels in subjects of your 

choice (2 years). 

• Complete a degree in electrical 
installation at university (3 years). 

UniversityYou do not need a degree to 
qualify as an electrician. 

As Isjan mentioned in his video, as 
an electrician you must be 
proactive with your training and 
keep up to date with the latest 
procedures and health and safety 
guidance. Some electricians go on 
to study degrees in electrical or 
electronic engineering. This may 
allow them to apply to higher paid 
or skilled positions. 

mailto:a.makepeace@ponthigh.org.uk


PONTELAND ALUMNI
Hi, I’m Oli and I left Pont High in 2011. After school, I got an apprenticeship with a 
local company (Excel Solutions which has since closed down). Whilst completing my 
apprenticeship I attended Newcastle College one day a week to take theory classes 
in health and safety, principles of electrical science and installation and wiring systems.

Useful Subjects: A word of advice:
I did all the core subjects and then 3D Product Design, Business and 
ICT for my option choices. 

Maths and physics are useful but I was never very confident in 
science at school. When you go to college they teach you all the 
specific topics of science that an electrician needs to know. This is 
easier to revise and remember so don’t be too put off!

It can be very competitive getting an 
apprenticeship. It took me over a year to get mine 
and I just kept applying and eventually got my 
chance. 

Don’t settle for another job that you don’t want 
and make sure your CV is ready to go when those 
vacancies do come up!

I recently went self - employed and have my own company, Ashdale Electrical 
Solutions. I do all manner of domestic electrical installation.



It is National Apprenticeship week on the 7th - 13th February 2022. To celebrate this, our February Career 
of the Week presentations will have an apprenticeship focus. If there is a specific apprenticeship you would 
like to see in the February COTW programme, please contact Miss Makepeace (F33) or email 
(a.makepeace@ponthigh.org.uk).

BEFORE YOU GO…


