
Our aim is to build a school 
where all of our students 
are happy, feel safe and 
achieve exceptionally well.

CAREER OF THE WEEK
WEEK BEGINNING
Week beginning 4th January



THIS WEEK’S CAREER OF THE WEEK IS…

Architect



A DAY IN THE LIFE OF…
To access the video via 
YouTube please follow this link:
COTW 6 Architect - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=khxUuFySSi4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=khxUuFySSi4


What key skills did Anna and Ricardo suggest for an 
architect? 

What salary do you think an architect can expect to 
receive?

A MOMENT TO DISCUSS…

What did Anna say surprised her about architecture? 
What common misconception did Ricardo address?



SKILLS AND ATTRIBUTES

social awareness creative
teamplayer 

“Creative flair is a given but 
then you need teamwork”

“Social awareness and an 
attitude for business”

business minded 



SALAR
Y

Average salary in the UK:  £26,193 per year

Architect salary:  £27,500 - £90,000 per year 



TRAINING AND EDUCATION PROVIDERS
Which of the three routes do you think could lead to a career as an architect?

The minimum amount of study needed 
in order to become a fully qualified 
architect is 7 years. 

• Complete A Levels in three  
subjects of your choice. Art, 
maths, DT, physics, product or 
graphic design are 
recommended (2 years).

OR
• Complete a Level 3 Diploma 

in graphics, construction or 
DT (2 years).  

• Complete an undergraduate 
degree in architecture. (3 
years).

Undergraduate 
degree

Degree apprenticeship 
and postgraduate 
qualification

• Complete A Levels or a Level 3 
Diploma (2 years).  

• Degree apprenticeships are rare but 
you can work as an architect 
technician while studying for a degree 
in architecture (3 years).

• Complete work experience as an 
architectural assistant (1 year).

• Complete a postgraduate degree in 
architecture (2 years).

• Complete work experience as an 
architectural assistant (1 year).

• Take a final qualifying exam. 

• Complete A Levels or a 
Level 3 Diploma (2 years).  

• Complete an undergraduate 
degree in architecture (3 
years).

• Complete work experience 
as an architectural assistant 
(1 year).

• Complete a postgraduate 
degree in architecture (2 
years).

• Complete work experience 
as an architectural assistant 
(1 year).

• Take a final qualifying exam. 

Degree and postgraduate 
qualification 

An undergraduate 
degree in architecture 
is a brilliant degree to 
have, you could go onto 
work as an 
architectural technician 
or project coordinator. 

However, in order to 
work as a fully qualified 
architect you’d need a 
postgraduate degree, 2 
years of industry 
training and to pass a 
final exam. 



PONTELAND ALUMNI
Hi, I’m Will. I am 24 years old and left Pont High in 
2016.

Useful Subjects: A word of advice:
I studied Art, Spanish and English 
Language at A Level. 
 
Art or some kind of design subject is 
useful, art was great practice for putting 
a portfolio together. 

Go out and visit places, take a 
sketchbook with you and draw, draw, 
draw! After a while, you start to gain 
confidence and develop your own style.  
 

I studied architecture at Sheffield Hallam University.  
I now work as an architectural assistant at P + HS 
whilst studying for my postgraduate degree in 
architecture at Northumbria University.

For more information follow @CareersPontHigh on Twitter!


