
Our aim is to build a school 
where all of our students 
are happy, feel safe and 
achieve exceptionally well.

Welcome to Sixth Form 
Information Evening 
YEAR 11 - 12



Meet the Team 

◼ Julie Hall        Head of Sixth Form
◼ Dawn McKenna Sixth Form Student Support Coordinator
◼ Annie Karatzenis Deputy Head of Sixth Form (Y13)
◼ Paula Davison Deputy Head of Sixth Form (Y12)

◼ Rob Spurr Deputy Headteacher (Sixth Form Link)



Entry Criteria
I have a grade 4 or above in 
English and Maths GCSE

I have grade 4 or above in 5 or 
more GCSEs 

I have the required grades to study 
the subjects of my choice



Entry Criteria
I have a grade 4 or above in 
English and Maths GCSE

I have grade 4 or above in 5 or 
more GCSEs 

I don’t the required grades to 
study the subjects of my choice

Choose from courses 
offered with your grades



Enrolment 
On GCSE results day Thursday 21 August 
school is open from 8.30am to collect results. 

An enrolment Google Form will be emailed 
with an electronic version of your results. You 
need to complete this to enrol for Sixth Form. 

However, if you have any queries or problems 
then you will need to come into school on 
Friday 22 August to discuss this, and complete 
your enrolment process. 
External applicants need to bring evidence of 
results. 



Friday 22 August Enrolment Times 
External applicants, and students who need to make 
any changes to your enrolment courses need to 
come in to school to do so at the following times: 

11ABU 9.00am
11CBR 9.30am
11DBA 10.00am External Applicants 
11EMA 10.30am 1.15pm - 3.30pm
11KCH 11.00am
11KMU 11.30am
11MDR 12.00pm
11MTI 12.30pm
11PDU 1.00pm
11SWA 1.30pm



Ethos and Culture
◼ We aim to help our students develop into independent young people, ready for the world

◼ We encourage students to develop key attributes and characteristics, as well as academic success

◼ Our sixth form is a supportive environment, with staff and students working together to build positive futures

◼ Sixth form students are role models in our community – we aim for every student to make a positive contribution 



Pen Portraits 
We would like all students to send us a Pen Portrait over the summer
Parents feel free to send in something too
What do you want us to know about you when you start in September?

 y12penportraits2025@ponthigh.org.uk



Bridging the Gap from GCSE to A Level 

Yr 11 Yr 13Journey to independence 

▪ GCSEs

▪ Parent Reliant

▪ Teacher Reliant

▪ Decisions about next educational 
steps

▪ A Levels / CTEC/BTEC

▪ Self Reliant

▪ Autonomous Learners

▪ University/apprenticeships/employment?

▪ Possibly leaving home!



Personal Development 
WHEN? 
1 x Tutorial per fortnight
Drop Down Sessions 
Weekly assemblies
Tutor Time Activities

AUTUMN FOCUS 
Sixth Form Study Skills
Developing Independence
Making Good Choices
British Values
RSE
Wellbeing 

SPRING FOCUS 
Exploring Careers
Work Experience
Healthy Relationships 
Finance
Democracy

SUMMER FOCUS 
Future Steps - University/Apprenticeships/Employment
Personal Statements and Applications
Reflecting on the year - setting goals for year ahead
Making a Positive Contribution



Dress Code 



Equipment 



First Day in September 

Tuesday 2 September   Y12 Induction Day

8.55am 

Students will gather in sixth form study area to receive 
tutor group information.

Period 1

Tutor Groups to receive timetables and get to know 
fellow tutees

Period 2 – 5 

A series of workshops and talks to learn about the 
following:

- Expectations in the Sixth Form
 

- Effective Sixth Form study skills

- Extended Project Qualification 

- Enrichment opportunities/Volunteering in School 

- Future Steps: understanding the process 

- Sixth Form Committee



Attendance Procedures 



General Information 



General Information 



A Typical Timetable for a Y12 Student

10 hours of taught lessons per course

2 hours of EPQ

1 hour of Tutorial

1 hour of enrichment / voluntary work

2 hours of supervised study periods (min)

5 hours of study periods per course

AM and PM registration



What is EPQ?

- A qualification equal to half an A level 
- Completed in 1 year
- Students choose a question to research
- Guidance given about how to research 

and write an academic report
- Independent project 

Assessed Aspects:

- Planning 
- Time management
- Research skills
- Reflection 
- Quality of evaluation of source material
- Presentation skills



What is enrichment?

- making a positive contribution to school community
- volunteering 
- leadership
- charity
- working with others

- developing new interest and skills

Ponteland High Character Traits 

- commitment
- dedication
- resilience
- compassion
- participation 



Bursary / Financial Support 



Bursary / Financial Support 



Key Dates Autumn Term 

Tuesday 2 September First day of Y12 in school

Wednesday 17 September Supporting your Child in Y12 6pm - 6.45pm

Wednesday 8 October Post 18 Futures Event 5pm - 7.30pm

Monday 13 October Y12 Assessment Week 

Monday 10 November Y12    1-2-1 sessions 

Friday 24 October Visit a University - Northumbria 

Monday 15 December Y12 Visits to Newcastle University Library for EPQ


